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associates want to work for a company that has 
a purpose, there’s an important workforce devel-
opment component and these students do really 
good work in a really cost-effective way. There are
multiple ways you win as a corporate work-study 
partner, in addition to doing something good for 
the community.”

Class of 2024 graduate Ricardo de la Rosa says
working for Davenport & Co., Kinsale Capital Group 
and Bon Secours Richmond Community Hospital 
helped steer his career path and prepare him for 
the real world. He’s earned a scholarship to Virginia 
Military Institute, where he’ll study civil engineer-
ing. “I’m the first in my family to go to college and it 
feels really good,” he says.  

His classmate Jose Bautista says he also made the 
most of work-study programs. In Dominion Ener-
gy’s talent and acquisition department, he noticed 
which applications made it to the top of the pile,
what schools those candidates a�ended and what 
degrees they’d earned. A�er a work-study at James 
River Insurance, they hired him as a summer intern 
for $17 an hour, which helped him buy a car. At Trout-
man Pepper law firm, Bautista, who’s the first in his 
family to attend college, relied on his employers 

for guidance.  
“Virginia Tech has been my dream school, and I

got to meet so many alumni, make connections and 
get phone numbers,” he says. “When I found out I got 
a full ride to their aerospace engineering program, 
one of the ladies there was the first person I told. She 
got super excited and hugged me. It was really nice 
because she felt so proud of me.” 

When hearing about the many success stories 
at Cristo Rey, Quinn can’t help but think about all 
the other kids in Richmond who aren’t afforded
the same access to a college preparatory education. 
“One of the things you realize when you get involved 
with Cristo Rey is how much talent goes to waste 
in our city — and it’s just wrong,” he says. “These 
kids are unbelievably talented and having an envi-
ronment like Cristo Rey allows them to understand 
that. The talent is there — it just needs a platform 
to discover itself.” 

Cristo Rey Richmond wants to grow from 240 stu-
dents to 350. They have the space on the former Bene-
dictine College Prep campus, but to supplement the 
tuition, they’ll need to sign on 40 more work-study 
partners. Quinn hopes more companies like his will 
see the benefit of partnering with Cristo Rey.  

“Richmond has tremendous resources for econom-
ically disadvantaged kids, whether it’s daycares, a�er-
school programs and middle school education, but 
we’ve never had a high school like this,” he says. “It’s 
the last mile in the pipe — this is why Cristo Rey is 
so important.” 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Local schools evolve to meet  
educational challenges

By PAULA PETERS CHAMBERS

CHARTING 
A COURSE 

Change is a constant in schools. 
Beyond the obvious — students 
are ever-growing individuals with 
specific needs and interests — 
educational philosophies continue 
to evolve in response to societal, 
governmental, business and 
parental demands. The COVID-19 
pandemic upended education in 
a manner unseen for generations. 
Richmond magazine reached 
out to several local schools that 
follow well-established curricula 
to see how — or if — their 
approach has shifted.

RICHMOND WALDORF SCHOOL 
1301 Robin Hood Road; 804-377-8024, 
richmondwaldorf.com 

Following the approach of Austrian scien-
tist and philosopher Rudolf Steiner, who 
began teaching the children of factory 
workers in Stu�gart, Germany, in 1919, 
the Richmond Waldorf School focuses on 
multisensory experiences, the beauty of 
the natural world, the power of commu-
nity and le�ing children learn at their 
own pace.

“Waldorf was created as a response 
to the first world war,” notes Alexandra 
Porr Mazeres, the school’s marketing and 
advancement specialist. “We talk about 
the head, the heart, the hands — integrat-
ing the body and mind. We talk about 
an education model that will help people 
build relationships that connect [people].” 

To that end, teachers move upward 
in grade level with their class, a practice 
called looping. Mazeres’ son had the 
same lead teacher from first through 
fi�h grades. One teacher just finished a 
loop that ran from first through eighth 
grades; in the fall, the teacher returns to 
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