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aura Akesson may not be a 
regular “Einstein” yet, but 
she’s on her way — to 
Washington, D.C., at least. 
�e Steward School upper 

school science teacher is one of 15 teach-
ers from around the country tapped in 
May as an Albert Einstein Distinguished 
Educator Fellow. She will be spending the 
upcoming school year in Washington, 
working on STEM resources and pro-
grams with the Department of Energy 
alongside other fellows working with 
government agencies. 

“I’m excited to learn and make an 
impact,” Akesson says in a press release. 
“I love teaching not only because I get to 
share my excitement for science, but for 
the ability to create opportunities where 
students realize their great capabilities 
and potential. �e chance to do this on 
the national level is both daunting and 
exciting.” 

Past program participants helped 
dra� legislation and advised on policies 
to improve K-12 education, evaluated 
national programs centered on school 

reform, and designed new fea-
tures of national STEM edu-
cation programs. 

Einstein fellows were 
selected from a large applicant 
pool of full-time K-12 teachers with at 
least five years of STEM experience. �e 
fellows will have access to a “national 
network of education leaders and pro-
grams,” according to a press release from 
sponsoring agency the U.S. Department 
of Energy. �e program intends to foster 
a greater understanding of the possibil-
ities and challenges in STEM education 
among teachers and restore their “passion 

for teaching … to make signif-
icant contributions to the 
educational community.” 

Akesson has worked as a 
physics and biomedical design 

teacher at �e Steward School since 2012, 
and serves as the academic dean of the 
school’s Bryan Innovation Lab. She has 
22 years of education experience, includ-
ing stints with Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Henrico County Public 
Schools and Zurich International School. 
She also leads Science Overdrive, a science 
education nonprofit company she found-
ed in 2009. —Staff Reports
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Steward instructor Earns 
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The latest on the private education front

SCHOOL NEWS

Laura Akesson, a science 
teacher at The Steward 

School, will spend the next 
year working in 

Washington, D.C. 
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he Charterhouse School 
is getting a makeover. 
The West Broad Street 
campus, one of two a�l-
iated with United Meth-

odist Family Services, opened in 1979, but 
the city’s connections to the facility go 
back to the early 1900s.  

“We’ve always existed on the same plot 
of land on Broad Street,” says Katie 
Moore, United Methodist Family Services’ 
director of fund development. “Several 
years ago, the board decided that they 
wanted to envision a new master plan 
for our campus.” 

Now the plans are coming together. 
Construction of a new mental health 
residential treatment center for children 
was completed in 2021. Charterhouse also 
serves students who are referred to its 
program by surrounding schools a�er 
struggling in more traditional se�ings. 

�e school provides specialized edu-
cation to around 130 students. As the 
school program expanded, it became clear 

that remodeling would be needed in order 
to consolidate the existing spaces and 
expand the services available to students. 

“�at’s what makes [Charterhouse] so 
special — it’s kids that have just been 
through really heartbreaking things and 
just need a li�le bit of love to help meet 

their educational goals,” Moore says. 
�e new building will include 10 new 

classrooms, a kitchen, a cafeteria and a 
recreation room. UMFS has raised about 
80% of their $8 million goal, thanks to a 
combination of donations and funds 
from Spy Rock Real Estate. Construction 
will take about a year. 

“�e kids who are being served by this 
program have gone through very serious 
things that have resulted in pre�y chal-
lenging mental health diagnoses and 
other behavioral issues,” Moore says. “Our 
focus and what we really care about is to 
make that experience as normal as pos-
sible.” —Ale Egocheaga

CHARTERHOUSE 
MAKEOVER
School breaks ground on new building for its Richmond campus
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IN APRIL, All Saints Catholic 
School was awarded the 
Grace E. Harris Leadership 
award by Virginia Common-
wealth University’s L. Douglas 
Wilder School of Government 
and Public Affairs. 

The annual award, named 
after the late Grace E. Harris, 
a past provost and vice pres-
ident for academic affairs at 
VCU, is given to an individual 
or organization making “a dis-

cernible, sustainable positive 
impact on the quality of life in 
Virginia through public ser-
vice,” according to the Wilder 
School’s website. It was 
presented to All Saints at the 
annual Excellence in Virginia 
Government Awards, held 
at the downtown Richmond 
Marriott. 

“All Saints Catholic School 
of Richmond is recognized for 
its work to prepare students 

for profound success in high 
school, college and through-
out their adult lives as highly 
engaged leaders in a diverse, 
democratic society,” according 
to the Wilder School website.  

All Saints has about 200 
pre-K to eighth-grade stu-
dents in the Richmond area, 
and the school’s alumni boast 
a 100% high school gradua-
tion rate, with most opting for 
college. —Craig Belcher

T

AWARDS

All Saints Earns Leadership Award

All Saints students attended the award ceremony earlier this year at 
the Richmond Marriott with former governor L. Douglas Wilder. 

The new building includes a kitchen, cafeteria and recreation room.
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built without a backstage area — student 
performers had to wait in the audience 
for their cues.” Because of this, certain 
performances had to be held at other 
venues or outside. Sometimes, dance per-
formances would take place in the dance 
practice room on campus, but audience 
members were taking up performance 
space, and it felt like they were part of 
the show, says Arts Coordinator Kend-
all Neely.

�e new Arts and Innovation Center, 
32,247 square feet in size, is scheduled to 
be completed in December, and it will 
have a two-story theater with wings and 
a backstage area. �e center will also have 
a fly system, a theatrical rigging setup 
allowing sets to be moved on, around and 
above the stage, so the performance space 
can be used for multiple shows and pre-
sentations. �e new arts center will also 
have a welding and scene shop that will 
allow students to create the art featured 
in their performances.

“We make sure that every part of the 
program has the students not only just 
doing it, but they’re actually involved in 
the creation of their own work, and to 

have ownership over production,” Neely 
says. “You want to be able to showcase 
your work as well as be part of the cre-
ation process.”

Dunlap graduated from St. Cather-
ine’s in 1970 and has been working at 

the school for 37 years. She’s seen first-
hand the need for a proper performance 
space and the emphasis placed on arts 
at the school.

“What the arts program is to me is a 
far greater part of a St. Catherine’s educa-
tion than it was when I was here,” Dunlap 
says. “It’s grown tremendously, and I 
think it is really one of the very import-
ant aspects of our educational o�erings. 
And I think this building symbolizes that.” 

As schools in the Richmond area 
invest in the arts, they are increasing stu-
dents’ problem-solving ability, developing 
their motor skills and fostering creativity 
that the students can tap into through-
out their lives.

“�e arts allow for children to express 
themselves. �e arts are essential, cen-
tral to the full development of the var-
ious dimensions to a child,” Gregg says. 
“�e arts are some areas of life and school 
that children are exceedingly comfort-
able with, and by being in a school where 
the arts are essential to what you do, 
other children who wouldn’t explore or 
wouldn’t discover that about themselves 
realize that they have a voice.” 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS

New venues: St. Catherine’s Arts and Innovation Center 
and St. Michael’s Perkinson Arts Center

“The arts allow for 
children to express 

themselves. The 
arts are essential, 
central to the full 

development of the 
various dimensions 

to a child.”

ROBERT GREGG II , 
ST. MICHAEL’S 
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