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All Saints Catholic School students

STRATEGIC
VISION
Richmond Catholic schools
enrollment rose thanks to its
master plan
Ly nda Fir th R aine s

school system has strengthened its presence and its prominence in the Diocese of
Richmond community.
Parsons and Conway next turned
their attention to the challenge of
providing quality education to a growing
immigrant population.
After the Most Reverend Francis
Xavier DiLorenzo assumed duties as bishop
of Richmond in 2004, he found a common
thread in its schools: a decline in enrollment, which is atypical of most Catholic
communities with a significant Hispanic
and Latino population.
DiLorenzo recognized the need to offer
a quality Catholic education to immigrant
families, and in the summer of 2010, at his
request, the Diocese Office of Catholic
Education brought together pastors of its
churches with large Hispanic and Latino
congregations to find a solution. The result
was the Segura Educational Initiative
for Children.
The program seeks to recruit and retain
Latino children in Catholic schools by providing tuition assistance. It has grown from

serving 13 children its first year to more
than 300 in the past year, which offers a
significant boost to enrollment in Catholic
schools in Richmond. Helping a child to
receive a quality Catholic education is high
on DiLorenzo’s list of priorities. “If you have
empty seats in your classes, let’s fill them
with Hispanics,” he says.
The initiative was named for Juan
Baptista de Segura, a Spanish Jesuit missionary who was martyred in Virginia in
1571. The Segura Initiative has been recognized nationally by the Center for
Migration Studies, the University of Notre
Dame and the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops for its efforts to meet the needs of
the Latino community.
Conway worke d clos ely with
DiLorenzo during the infancy of Segura,
and Parsons traveled in support of the initiative, conducting presentations and sharing the need for empowering immigrant
communities through education. Conway’s
work with DiLorenzo continues to feed
the foundation that funds tuition assistance scholarships. “We now have our first

COURTESY ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL

W

hen Annette
Pars ons and
Francine (“Frankie”)
Conway retire this
summer, they will
leave behind a decade of work that has
transformed the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Richmond Office of Catholic Education.
Parsons, chief education administrator,
and Conway, superintendent of schools,
were brought into the diocese 10 years
ago to create a strategic plan for a Catholic
school system that would be sustainable
and “work with what each school had.”
The task would prove challenging, as there
was no master plan for Parsons and
Conway to build on.
The dioceses’ 29 schools across central
and southern Virginia, Hampton Roads
and the Eastern Shore were basically
autonomous. “There was no plan,” Parsons
says. “There was no marketing, financial
or development model. Frankie had to
figure it out in all areas.”
Parsons and Conway worked to make
the strategic plan a reality by establishing
a school system with sound business practices. At the time, they realized they had
their work cut out for them, but they now
attest to the luxury of the ability for diocese schools to interact, share and communicate with one another. The restructuring of the business component in the
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Festivals and Programs

COURTESY CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF RICHMOND

Festivals, fairs and programs that are
open to the public are a great way to
experience the atmosphere of a private
school. Here is a sampling of events in
the Richmond area.
ever endowment,” she says.
In order to be eligible for tuition
assistance, Latino families must be
Catholic, have an annual income of
at least $10,000 and apply for financial
aid. Tuition assistance scholarships
are provided to families based on
the cost of tuition and the family’s
financial capability.
At Catholic schools in the Diocese of
Richmond, faith, morality, character
development and community service
are at the core of daily instruction. And
while national academic statistics can
be disheartening, Diocese of Richmond
Catholic Schools excel. The high school
graduation rate is 100 percent, and test
scores are in the top 10 percent. Fourteen
of its schools have at some point been
awarded the Blue Ribbon of Excellence,
the highest distinction presented by the
U.S. Department of Education.
Parsons was
principal of
the lower school
and assistant
principal of the
upp er s cho ol
at Walsingham
Annette Parsons
Academy in
Williamsburg before assuming duties
in the Richmond diocese in 2006, where
her work has been to oversee diocese
schools, Christian Formation faith education, and the Segura Initiative. During
her tenure as assistant superintendent
for curriculum and instruction, Parsons
worked to secure regional accreditation
from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, Council on
Accreditation and School Improvement.
The Richmond diocese was the first
Catholic school system in the nation to
earn that distinction.
“I am profoundly grateful to Annette
Parsons for all she has achieved through

her dedicated service on behalf of our
Catholic students,” says Bishop DiLorenzo
in a release. “Her leadership and vision
for Catholic education has brought our
diocesan school system to a place of
national recognition.”
Conway had assumed duties in
Richmond in 2007. She served as
assistant superintendent and
was promoted to
superintendent
one year later.
She had previously worke d at
Catholic schools
Francine Conway
across the region,
including teaching at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel School in Newport News and St.
Mary Star of the Sea in Hampton; she
also served as dean of discipline, assistant
principal, and later, principal, at
Peninsula Catholic High School in
Newport News.
“Frankie Conway has provided outstanding leadership as superintendent,
and I am truly thankful,” says DiLorenzo.
“She has faithfully provided our parish
and regional schools with the support,
guidance, and organizational structure
to create a sustainable and life-long environment for our children.”
Parsons and Conway will both retire
at the end of summer. Parsons wants to
spend more time with family, and later
would like to return to work as a consultant. Conway and her husband will
finally move into the house in Florida
they bought five years ago.
However, neither can fully embrace
the idea of retirement. “I’m leaving the
door open,” Parsons says.
“Yes,” says Conway.
No successors have been named. The
diocese is searching for an interim superintendent to serve a one-year term only.

Sept. 24 Bulldog Blast & 5-K Run
St. Bridget School fall event features carnival
rides and games. stbridget.org.

October Trick or Trot 5K
Annual fundraiser for the Brook Road
Academy will include music and a costume
contest. Runners receive T-shirts and prizes
are awarded to top finishers. Time and date
to be announced. 553-3315 or brookroad
academy.com.

Oct. 22 Fall Festival
Good Shepherd Episcopal School celebrates
the season with its annual festival, featuring
a bounce house and inflatable slide, carnival
style games, food, animals, antique car rides,
vendors and music. 231-1452 or gses.org

Oct. 26-27 Admissions Open House
Learn about St. Michael’s Episcopal School in
Chesterfield at the lower school admissions
open house, which begins at 9:30 a.m. each
day. 272-3514 or stmschool.net.

Nov. 13 Admissions Open House
Learn about St. Michael’s Episcopal School in
Chesterfield at the middle school admissions
open house, which begins at 2 p.m. 272-3514
or stmschool.net.

Dec. 1 Watoto Ugandan Children’s Choir
A performance to support Watoto, an HIV/
AIDS orphanage in Uganda, will be held
at 7 p.m. at Parish Hall at Good Shepherd
Episcopal School. In addition to their singing
and dancing performance, the choir members will also sell handmade crafts. School
families are serving as hosts to the children
during their stay. 231-1452 or gses.org.

Dec. 18 Christmas Cantata
Southside Baptist Christian School celebrates
Christmas with a musical performance at
7 p.m. 745-8699 or southsidecares.com/
school/.

March 11, 2017 Open House
Learn more about Southside Baptist Christian
School at its open house. The event begins
at 9 a.m. 745-8699 or southsidecares.com/
school/.

May 2017 50th Anniversary Gala
Richmond Montessori School will celebrate
a half-century of educational excellence with
a gala. Time and date to be announced. 7410040 or richmont.org.

May 6, 2017 Magic Dragon Day
Spring carnival for St. Michael’s Episcopal
School in Chesterfield. 272-3514 or
stmschool.net.

May 6, 2017 Spring Carnival
All Saints Catholic School annual event is
held the first Saturday in May. 329-7524 or
allsaintsric.org.
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WHAT’S NEW IN PRIVATE
SCHOOLS IN THE RICHMOND AREA
Compile d by R ac h ael W hit ten

Brook Road Academy
The new head of academy for Brook Road
is Jeff Carretto. He brings more than 11
years of experience in public and private
schools, and has worked with a diverse
population of both general education students and students with special needs. He
earned his bachelor’s in music education
and his master’s in educational leadership
at Virginia Commonwealth University,
and earned an endorsement in special education from Old Dominion University.

Cristo Rey Network

Northstar Academy
A vocational technical training program is
now being offered to students with disabilities aged 16 to 22 through Northstar
Academy. Once held within school walls,
the program has now established its own
location a few blocks from the academy.
Enrolled students will get real workplace
experience with local businesses,
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SCHOOL

professionalism training and individual
instruction. Students also have the opportunity to earn professional certifications.
Programs are offered in health occupations, construction and maintenance, materials handling, veterinary assisting, hospitality and business administration.
Those interested can request a tour of
the facilities.

Richmond Christian School
Renewing accreditation from 2011,
Richmond Christian School participated in
an audit to evaluate school curriculum and
assess its overall program. Following →

St. Christopher’s School has a
new headmaster, Mason Lecky.
A Richmond native and Collegiate School graduate, Lecky is
returning after serving as head of
school at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
School in New Orleans for six
years, breathing new life into a
school heavily impacted by Hurricane Katrina.
He is St. Christopher’s seventh
headmaster, and assumed duties
in July. He replaces Charley Stillwell, who served 18 years as
headmaster, and has been
named head of Episcopal High
School in Alexandria.
Lecky has a master’s in education from Harvard and was a
Klingenstein Heads of Schools
fellow at Columbia University.

COURTESY ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SCHOOL

The Cristo Rey Network, an organization
of 30 private Catholic schools around the
country for low-income families, is considering moving into the Richmond
market. The schools provide a college preparatory education for teens living in
urban communities.
The network views Richmond as a
target market and is performing a feasibility study on community members’ interest
in opening a school. The Catholic Diocese
of Richmond is leading the study with an
expected opening in August 2018.
A committee led by Chairman Alexa
Quinn is searching for a location, considering available properties and proximity
to businesses where potential students
will work.
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Inspiring excellence in learning and life.

“It’s so exciting seeing
that lightbulb go on for the
kids when they realize they
can read, write and more,
and experiencing their authentic
joy as they learn something
new each day.”
Molly Revere
Kindergarten
Teacher
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an Admission
Program!

JK / KINDERGARTEN
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November 9
November 17

For more information or to register, please
call the Admission Office at 804.740.7077
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Co-Ed | JK–12th Grade | www.collegiate-va.org
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← LEADERS |

the audit, RCS has received dual accreditation from the Association of Christian
Schools International and the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools. The
school participates in evaluations every
five years to keep up-to-date with both
Christian and non-religious academia and
is assessed by the school’s faculty and staff
in addition to outside visitors.

Orchard House

Register Now! Fall Classes Start August 22
RichmondMag_08-2016_4.75x4.812_Viewbook.indd 1
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#1
Military
School
In Virginia

JROTC
Superior
Academics

100%
Graduation
Rate

2016-2017 Tuition Rates
Day Student Option: $8,400
NEW 5-Day Boarding Option: $28,000
7-Day Boarding Option: $32,000

Honor Unit
With
Distinction

New
Non-Military
Middle School &
ESL Programs

Learn why Massanutten Military Academy is the right
choice for your child! Visit MilitarySchool.com or Call
540.459.2167
200 August 2016
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Carmel School
The Carmel School
in Ruther Glen has
announced Carolyn
Williamson as its
new head of school.
She assume d
duties in July and
Carolyn Williamson
succeeds former
headmaster Brent I. Miller. Williamson
was formerly the assistant headmaster
for academics and oversaw the school curriculum. She taught upper school mathematics until 2013.

St. Andrew’s School
Kate O’Donnell is
the new assistant
head of school for St.
Andrew’s School.
She suc c e e ds
Jane Page Watson,
who retired after
seven years service.
Kate O’Donnell
Watson formerly
worked on the board of directors at
ProNiño USA, as a resource teacher at St.
Clement’s School in Toronto, and on faculty

COURTESY ORCHARD HOUSE; COURTESY CARMEL SCHOOL; COURTESY ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL

reynolds.edu | Downtown • Goochland • Parham Road

The Orchard House
Board of Trustees
s ele cte d Laura
Haskins as its new
head of school.
Haskins assumed
duties in July. She
Laura Haskins
previously served as
assistant head of Williamsburg Montessori
School. She also has served as lead middle
school teacher at the Richmond Montessori
School and had worked with the Virginia
Governor’s Office. Haskins earned a
master’s of education at the University
of Virginia.
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at the Collegiate School in Richmond.
O’Donnell previously worked as an
instructional coach for faculty at Stratford
Landing Elementary School in Fairfax,
and in the interim between jobs has continued work on her dissertation at the
University of Virginia.

St. Bridget School
Change is coming to St. Bridget School,
which is adding a middle school campus
with state-of-the art science labs, a collaboration space, an outdoor classroom, a
performing arts center and more room to
learn. The middle school will be in the
former site of Westhampton Baptist
Church, which was bought by St. Bridget
last year. The middle school is expected
to open by January 2017.
The move relieves overcrowding and
has allowed St. Bridget to add a junior kindergarten program at its original campus.

St. Catherine’s School

The Trinity experience provides an environment where superior
academics go hand-in-hand with the arts, athletics and the
development of each individual student.

A program to entice more girls to consider
science, technology, engineering or math
careers has earned national honors for St.
Catherine’s School.
The program, “Girls Innovate at St.
Catherine’s School,” was a gold award
winner in the 2016 Circle of Excellence
Program of the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education.

Coeducational • College Preparatory
Grades 8 - 12 • Average Class Size 14
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
Richmond’s First International
Baccalaureate World School

COURTESY JOHN G . WOOD SCHOOL

John G. Wood School
Brendan Folmar has
assumed duties as
principal of The John
G. Wood School,
sponsored by the
Virginia Home for
Boys and Girls.
Folmar, who was
Brendan Folmar
appointed in June,
is the former principal of Charterhouse
School Richmond. He has worked in educational programs since 1989, specializing
in emotional disturbance, learning disabilities and mental retardation. He provides programs to assist troubled children,
such as an individualized educational program he began at Charterhouse. Folmar
also serves on the Virginia State Special
Education Advisory Committee. He succeeds Donnovan Miller as principal.

3850 Pittaway Drive | Richmond, VA 23235
804.272.5864 | www.trinityes.org

Trinity.1\2v.0616.indd 1
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Creating happy & healthy smiles, one child at a time.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kid-friendly office and staff
State-of-the-art technology
Video games in waiting areas
TV’s above each dental chair
Laughing gas & general anesthesia
White fillings and crowns
First dental visit at age 1

Holly
Lewis,
DMD, MS

Jill
Nowadly,
DDS

SHORT PUMP

HANOVER

11934 W. Broad St
Henrico, VA 23233
(between Short Pump Mall
and Car Pool)

8203 Center Path Lane
Mechanicsville, VA 23116
(Rutland Center off Rt 301)

746-PDVA (7382)
www.pdvirginia.com
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obstacles
Elk Hill aims to transform the lives of
hundreds of disadvantaged children
each year. by Austin Walker / illustration by Victoria Borges

A

painfully common nationwide trend can be
felt right here in Virginia — tens of thousands
of children with mental and behavioral
health issues fail to receive treatment. It’s
estimated that 200,000 children in Virginia are struggling with these issues and are becoming
marginalized because they can be disruptive in and out of
the classroom.
Intensive attention needs to be given to those who
aren’t able to function in public schools lest they be
caught in a vicious cycle in the criminal justice system,
or simply don’t receive adequate education.
And that’s where Elk Hill comes in. Founded in 1970
as a residential program serving a handful of teen boys
on a historic farm in Goochland, Elk Hill has expanded
its reach across Central Virginia to provide early intervention, therapy for children who have faced trauma,
and treatment for behavioral and mental health issues in residential settings and in 27 public and three
private schools.
“Unfortunately, we’re a growing industry,” says Michael Farley, Elk Hill’s chief executive officer. “More and
more kids need help. These are the kids who end up
breaking the law and getting sent to corrections where
they aren’t getting any help. We’re trying to go upstream
and help kids sooner.”→
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How will you touch the world?
Discover your Talents
Engaging learning
environment enhanced
with art, music, PE
and leading edge
technology for
connected learning
and collaboration.

Explore your Passion

Caring teachers
challenge students with
hands-on activities in
science, math, history,
language arts,
Spanish and French.

Inspire your Faith

Supportive community,
rooted in the traditions
of our Catholic faith,
builds strong values
and a commitment to
serving others.

Saint Bridget School
th
Junior Kindergarten - 8 Grade
Call today to schedule a tour!

6011 York Road Richmond, VA 23226 • 804.288.1994 • www.saintbridget.org
StBridgets.1\3b.0816.indd 1
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A GOOD INVESTMENT
Many children are referred to Elk Hill by
Child Protective Services, but a parent
also can submit an application for their
child. The program serves more than 500
boys and girls each year. Elk Hill hopes to
expand its services, courtesy of a successful $7.3 million fundraising campaign
completed earlier this year. Those funds
have already been used in a variety of
ways: therapists and instructors are able
to communicate via Skype with children
and their families; Elk Hill is now offering driver education training so students
are able to obtain a license; and Chromebooks have been placed in some of the
classrooms for enhanced lectures.
However, the most important part of
the fundraising is arguably the scholarship money that pays for a child to continue in the program after public funding
is exhausted. “For the youngsters in one
of our programs, when public funding
goes away, the counselor knows that kid
isn’t ready to move on from the service,”
Farley says. “Instead of cutting their
education short, they’re able to continue
services through Elk Hill’s endowments.”

“I believe there are
very few bad kids,
but there are many
kids who have been
treated badly,”
—Michael Farley, Elk Hill chief executive officer

Elk Hill is largely supported by the
state. In 2015, public funding accounted
for around $5.7 million of its $11.3 million total support and revenue.
Farley says it’s a good investment. He
notes that 90 percent of teens incarcerated in Virginia have been diagnosed
with a mental disorder. If those youths
were successfully treated instead, the
state would save on the $150,000 it costs
a year to house a youth in a juvenile correction center.
Elk Hill’s programs seem to reduce the
recidivism rate of its charges. In a report
released in 2015 titled “Juvenile Justice
204 August 2016
Riverside.1\3b.0816.indd 1

Private Schools Guide_Elk Hill_0815.indd 204

7/8/16 3:28 PM

7/14/16 9:26 AM

Reform in Virginia,” it was shown that
the re-arrest rate three years after release from juvenile corrections was 80
percent. At Elk Hill, the recidivism rate
for its graduates was 15 percent in 2015.

“I believe there are very few bad kids,
but there are many kids who have been
treated badly,” Farley says. “We don’t label them, and we constantly talk about
hope for a better future. Think about being a young kid and being labeled delinquent, bad, troubled and mentally unstable. You’d eventually start to believe it.”
Elk Hill also helps children who have
experienced trauma in their lives, such
as neglect or sexual or physical abuse.
Oftentimes, the difficulties children face
in their home life is mirrored in their
education.
“These are kids who have pretty traumatic lives that have included abuse, severe abuse, neglect and dysfunction in
their homes and communities,” Farley
says. “They have been through so much
trauma that it manifests itself in mentaland behavioral-health problems.”

CatholicSchools.1\3b.0815.indd 1
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COURTESY ELK HILL

A COMMUNITY, NOT AN
INSTITUTION
In its early years, Elk Hill served as an
alternative to orphanages and foster
care. S. Buford Scott, a school founder
and chairman emeritus for the board
of trustees, remembers the early years
fondly. There was one child, he says,
who was never able to complete the last
part of a ropes course that required him
to essentially zipline down from a tall
platform. For days, the boy would get all
the way to the end of the course before
freezing at the final step. On the final
day, he hesitated again.
“One of the counselors said, ‘Well I’ll
go up there and help him,’ ” Scott says.
“Well, just as the counselor got to the top
of the platform, he jumped. He grabbed
the pole and everybody cheered. He →

www.rma.edu

540-636-5484
richmondmagazine.com 205

RandolfMaconAcad.1\3b.0816.indd 1

Private Schools Guide_Elk Hill_0815.indd 205

7/11/16 3:54 PM

7/19/16 5:37 PM

PRIVATE SCHOOLS GUIDE

Honor, integrity and kindness.
Here, they’re part of the curriculum.
With a teacher to student ratio of just 1 to 6, The Carmel School challenges students
pre-K through 12 with a rigorous curriculum. Children are encouraged to be good
students — and good people, too, in a school that’s committed to personal and spiritual
growth. Find out more at our open
house tours, or call (804) 448-3288.
THE

CARMEL SCHOOL
9020 Jericho Road I P.O. Box 605
Ruther Glen, VA 22546
(804) 448-3288
www.TheCarmelSchool.org
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Make an appointment
today! Call
804-723-4668
Make an appointment
today! Call 804-852-0748
or email
ssmith@focus-md.com
or email ssmith@focus-md.com

Dr. Stephanie Smith, MD FAAP
Board Certified Pediatrician
9137 Chamberlayne Road, Suite 107 • Mechanicsville, VA 23116

focus-md.com/richmond

left Elk Hill, went into the Army and
became a paratrooper jumping out of
airplanes.”
Farley also remembers that story
well. While it’s been many years since
that student was involved in Elk Hill,
he and Farley still get together often
for lunch. He recently told Farley that
he learned more about being a man
through his time at Elk Hill than he ever
did in the Army.
“A lot of people look for data and outcomes, but it’s the individual stories of
these kids that really makes a difference,
and the nuance of their lives that’s really
remarkable,” Farley says.
Growth has brought new challenges
to Elk Hill. What was once a tight-knit
community of counselors and students
is becoming an educational institution, a
word that Farley does his best to avoid.
“Back when we worked with 75 or
100 kids a year, we had a personal relationship with each one … how do you
keep that family-based culture that you
have in this organization?” Farley asks.
“Elk Hill has never been an institution;
it’s always been a group of people trying
to help children.”
Additionally, those at Elk Hill are constantly facing the reality that the services
they provide are
imperfect; there are
students who aren’t
receptive to any of
the styles of therapy and education
they provide.
Some children
leave Elk Hill and
are institutionalized or worse, and the
organization is only serving a fraction
of those in need in Virginia. Statewide
implementation of similar programs
would cost many millions of dollars,
and there would likely still be failures
in intervention.
“There are times where kids make
bad decisions and have to be held accountable, like being detained or held
in juvenile corrections and that’s just
the reality of life. It doesn’t work for everybody,” Farley says. “I’ve worked with
kids who are in prison now. I’ve worked
with kids who are dead. Thankfully, that
is the vast minority of kids.”

COURTESY ELK HILL

← ELK HILL |
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What are you passionate
about? Develop your talent
and discover new interests
at SMS. To find out more,
follow us on Instagram
@scottiepride. And while
you’re at it, schedule a
visit at (804) 443-3357
or viewbook.sms.org.

Girls’ Boarding and Day
grades 8 through 12
Tappahannock, VA
(804) 443-3357
www.sms.org
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Collegiate junior
kindergarteners
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Teach the Little
Children
Junior kindergarten an increasingly
popular option for Richmond parents
by Brett Stonecipher

COURTESY COLLEGIATE

F

or many parents, preschool and daycare programs provide space for 3
to 5 year olds to play and
learn before entering kindergarten. Over the past few years, academically-focused junior kindergarten
options have become an increasingly
popular alternative — due to parental
demand and academic necessity.
“Basically, curriculum is moving
down,” says Tom Dertinger, principal of
Saint Mary’s Catholic School. “Kindergarten curriculum is becoming stronger and
stronger, and is putting more pressure on
pre-K readiness curriculum. It’s hard to
do all of that in half a day.”
Saint Mary’s is adding full-day
junior kindergarten this year. It had previously offered only a half-day program,
which will continue.
Several Richmond area private schools
are adding or expanding junior kindergarten programs this fall, including Collegiate School, St. Christopher’s School
and St. Catherine’s School. →
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St. Catherine’s junior kindergarten
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The 2015-2016 school year was the first for
the junior kindergarten program at Collegiate.
Families wanted to keep their younger
students in school with their older siblings,
says Steve Hickman, head of Collegiate School.
In addition, parents began to voice a growing
belief in the importance of early-childhood
education. Collegiate responded with a full-

day program: “We believe that early childhood
is a critical time in a young person’s
development. This is a natural extension of
what we do,” says Hickman.
St. Catherine’s celebrated the 25th
anniversary of its junior kindergarten
program earlier this year, and has
recently doubled its junior kindergarten

offerings. As a part of this expansion, the
school renovated Jeffrey Hall, its Center
for Early Childhood Education. St.
Catherine’s offers both full- and half-day
junior kindergarten. Most parents choose
to enroll for the full-day program in order
to take advantage of the learning
opportunities, according to Theodora Miller,
the s cho ol’s dire ctor of marketing
and communications.
Richmond has many options for styles
of education even at the pre-kindergarten
level, including Reggio, Montessori, Waldorf
and religious education. These frameworks
differ in many ways, but most schools borrow from multiple sources to create a program that meets their unique needs.
“We traveled the country to research
programs that … drew from the best of the
best, and that is how we crafted our program,”
says Collegiate School’s Hickman.
Other common factors in each model include the importance of play in exploring,
learning by experience and asking questions.
Junior kindergarten and pre-kindergarten
programs also help with socialization skills. →

COURTESY ST. CATHERINE’S
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At Northstar Academy, we promote
educational excellence for students K-12
with academic, physical, or social challenges.

Richmond’s only classical, Christian school
Learn more at VeritasSchool.com

What if education wasn’t first and
foremost about what we know,
but about what we love?
- James K.A. Smith

Enrolling for 2016–2017
Contact Cynthia Culley at (804) 747-1003
or cculley@northstaracademy.net.
8055 Shrader Road | Richmond, Virginia 23294
www.northstaracademy.net
Northstar Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, gender, age, disability, religion, or national origin.
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OUR GRADUATES ARE GOING PLACES

An education centered on best practices for boys can open the door to top
colleges and universities. We congratulate our 2016 graduates on their hard
work as they continue their academic careers at these, and other, schools.
Discover how St. Christopher’s can provide your son with the foundation for
a life of leadership at stchristophers.com.

16STC1337_RichMag_7-25x4-812_r3.indd 1
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She takes it all in and emerges as the smart, world-savvy,
and courageous woman that you dream she can be.
Go to st.catherines.org to learn more.

Girl-centered because it makes a world of difference
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Girl-centered education • JK - Grade 12
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THE R•H FACTOR

• Fully Accredited K-12

Apply
• Computer classes at all levels
• Foreign Language in all grades
Today
• Emphasis on ministry & missions
• Spacious facilities
• Competitive athletic programs
• Concurrent HS/College courses available

A weekly roundup of
Richmond health news
with Tharon Giddens

Set on its own 33-acre campus in Chesterﬁeld
County, easily accessed by major highways.

6511 Belmont Road
Chesterfield, VA 23832
804-276-3193
WWW.RICHMONDCHRISTIAN.COM

Thank you RVA for voting us ‘The Best’
Real Estate Firm in Central Virginia

RichmondChristian.1\4.0816.indd 1
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“A very committed, very involved parent is going to provide adult-child interaction. But it’s not like it was years ago when
you had a neighborhood full of kids, and
kids went out and played together and
worked out their problems,” says Kathleen
Eastman, director of early childhood and
family development at the YWCA of Richmond. “A lot of social skills stuff happened
outside of school or before school — that’s
not really how our world works now.”
Eastman says that social development,
particularly learning how to agree, collaborate and disagree well, are not skills
that most parents can teach their children
on their own.

“Rather than giving
children answers,
(teachers) expand
the questions to
stimulate thinking
and to encourage
collaboration
with peers.”
—Rupa Murthy, Sprout Chief Development Officer

NO ONE KNOWS HOME LIKE NAPIER ERA!
www.naperera.com / 800.966.7669

The YWCA has been offering childcare
and early childhood education since its
founding more than a century ago. In Richmond, the YWCA has been involved in
early childhood education since the 1950s
— particularly with an eye towards empowering mothers, students, and families.
The most recent iteration of these efforts
is the Sprout School, an early childhood
education program that launched in April.
Sprout embraces the Reggio Emilia
philosophy of teaching, a framework that
both St. Catherine’s and Collegiate also
build upon. Reggio Emilia was shaped in
the wake of World War II and named after the Italian village in which it was developed and put into practice.
The philosophy encourages students
to be good citizens, and is based upon a
few key principles: Children are naturally
curious, and their curiosity should feed →
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College preparation for 5th - 12th grade students
who struggle with reading, writing, spelling, & math

One Size
Doesn’t Fit All

empowering bright minds who think & learn differently

Personalized Journeys
in Learning
At Good Shepherd we know one
student. Let’s get together to create
the ideal learning experience for
your child.

Join
for Open
Open Houses!
Join
ususfor
Houses!

October 12th
9:30am
& 6:00pm
Oct 14th,
9am
& 6pm
4207 Forest Hill Avenue. 804.231.1452
Richmond,VA 23225
www.gses.org
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The New Community School
4211 Hermitage Road, Richmond | tncs.org | 804.266.2494
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Helping students with
special needs EXTEND
their REACH

← JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN |

their learning; children should learn experimentally through touching, moving,
seeing and feeling; children must explore
their relationships with one another and
with the world around them; and children
must be given opportunities and means
to express themselves.
The Reggio model brings teachers in
as collaborators and instructors who ask
questions and learn along with children,
and plan lessons based on questions and
discoveries from the classroom.
“Rather than giving children answers,
[teachers] expand the questions to stimulate
thinking and to encourage collaboration
with peers,” says the YWCA of Richmond’s
chief development officer, Rupa Murthy.

Charterhouse School students
experience academic, life and social
skill development in a collaborative
learning environment.
We offer specialized programs for
elementary, middle, high school and
college students with:
• Autism and other neurological
differences
• Emotional, intellectual and
learning challenges

COST

Call 804.353.4461 x1294 to talk to
our admissions counselor or visit
www.charterhouseschool.org

CharterHouseSchool.1\3b.0815.indd 1
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6851 Courthouse Road
Chesterfield, Va. 23832
(804) 715-3210
www.gcakids.com
info@gcakids.com

Register
Now

Feb 10 Preschool
6:30pm-8:00pm
MarBefore
4
9am-4pm
& After School
Mar 24
6:30pm-8:00pm
K-12th Grade
May 18
6:30pm -8:00pm

************************************************
Elementary School
Preschool
Middle School
Preschool Childcare
High School
Junior Kindergarten
Before & After School Care
Summer Care & Camps

A ministry of the Southside Church of The Nazarene

There are no public schooling options at
the junior kindergarten level in Richmond, making private education the default. While there are many choices available, a private education can be pricey.
Annual tuition in the Richmond area
ranges from $3,000 to $15,000 — no small
sum for most families.
Many private schools and programs
offer need-based financial aid, but not
necessarily for junior kindergarten. While
Collegiate, for example, has a robust financial assistance program for the rest of its
school, this program does not yet apply to
junior kindergarten. Hickman hopes this
will change. “This was our first year of the
program, and we wanted to ensure that
people were excited about it,” he says. “Our
evolution will be towards including the
JK program in our broader financial
assistance program.”
An exception is Sprout, which offers
full and partial scholarships, funded
by corporations, individuals and
private foundations.
The Sprout School is distinct among an
impressive community of junior kindergarten programs due to its commitment to
diversity — economic, ethnic and otherwise.
“Creating a diverse ecosystem is
part of our community-minded mission,”
says Rachel Solomon, development and
communications specialist for the YWCA
of Richmond. “The kids don’t know
who is on scholarship and who isn’t; but
they will certainly invite each other to
birthday parties.”
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For its second year, Sprout will continue operating in its current downtown
campus and also will offer a satellite program at the Children’s Museum of Richmond. Sprout will continue its Reggioinspired curriculum at the museum, and
will partner with Virginia Commonwealth
University to study the importance of play
in childhood learning. Programs at Sprout
are both full and partial-day, designed to
“empower families and respond to families’
needs”, says Kathleen Eastman.
Given the (potentially) steep price tag
for junior kindergarten, many families
will be prompted to think about whether
it is a possibility. Is it necessary to send a
child into a JK program? What will they
be missing if you don’t — or can’t?
The good news is that students who
have never been to preschool or junior
kindergarten can still flourish in school,
and before it.
With regard to being overly prescriptive, Hickman says, “I think we have to
be careful, and that parents have to decide which path works best for their
family. There are some wonderful things
that you can begin to do with students
in a junior kindergarten program that
begins to build a foundation for the love
of learning. … But I think that both paths
can be successful.”

Inspiring teachers, collaborative curriculum,
multiage grouping, innovative strategy
thinking, and new this year - Swim Lessons!
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Middle School!

Independent Boarding
Schools

80 girls
5th-8th
grades

This directory of private boarding
schools outside the Richmond area
was provided by the Virginia Council
for Private Education (VCPE). For
accreditation status or other information,
call 423-6435 or visit vcpe.org.

A joyful,
nurturing
learning
community

The Barry Robinson Center K-12 coed, residential psychiatric treatment center. 443
Kempsville Road, Norfolk, 757-455-6100.
Blue Ridge School 9-12 boys, nondenominational. 273 Mayo Drive, St. George,
434-985-2811.
Boys’ Home School Vocational training for
9-12, residential education and socialization.
K-12 boys, Episcopal. 414 Boys’ Home Road,
Covington, 540-965-7700.
Carlisle School PK-12 coed. 300 Carlisle
Road, P.O. Box 5388, Martinsvile, 276-6327288; 825 Piney Forest Road, Danville,
434-799-1750.
Chatham Hall 9-12 girls, boarding, Episcopal.
800 Chatham Hall Circle, Chatham, 434-4322941.
Christchurch School 9-12/PG coed day
school, boys’ and girls’ boarding, Episcopal. →

Orchard House School
Outreach Program for 4th-grade Girls
Saturday, November 5, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Admissions Open House for Parents
Thursday, November 10, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
500 N. Allen Avenue
OHS_Rmag7.16.indd 1
OrchardHouse.1\3b.0816.indd 1
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← INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOLS |
49 Seahorse Lane, Christchurch,
804-758-2306.

Is it a classroom
if there are no desks?
Come see what makes a Sabot education
different. Call 804-272-1341 for information
or to schedule a tour.

SabotStonyPoint.1\3b.0816.indd 1

Field
Notes:

The 2016 race to
run Richmond

7/11/16 3:53 PM

A blog that goes beyond
the soundbites with

Mark Robinson
@_MarkRobinson

Harry
Kollatz Jr.

richmag.com/ﬁeldnotes
#FieldNotes

The Discovery School of Virginia Inc. 6-12,
separate boys’ and girls’ schools, special education and substance abuse recovery. 2697
Copper Mine Road and 368 Jim Birch Forest
Lane, Dillwyn, 434-983-5616.
Eastern Mennonite School K-12 coed,
Mennonite. 801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg,
540-236-6000.
Episcopal High School 9-12 coed, residential, independent. 1200 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria, 703-933-3000.
Fishburne Military School 7-12/PG boys.
Residential and non-residential. 225 S. Wayne
Ave., Waynesboro, 540-946-7700.
Fork Union Military Academy 7-12/PG boys,
military/”Christian values”; not incorporated
into curriculum. 4744 James Madison Highway,
Fork Union, 434-842-3212.
Foxcroft School 9-12 girls. Residential and
non-residential. 22407 Foxhound Lane, Middleburg, 540-687-5555.
Hargrave Military Academy 6-12/PG
boys, military. 200 Military Drive, Chatham,
434-432-2481.
Little Keswick School Ages 9-18 boys,
boarding,therapeutic. 500 Keswick Lane, Keswick, (434) 295-0457.
The Madeira School 9-12 girls; boarding
and day. 8328 Georgetown Pike, McLean,
703-556-8273.
Massanutten Military Academy 7-12
coed, military, boarding and day. Tours seven
days a week. 614 S. Main St., Woodstock,
540-459-2167.
The Miller School of Albemarle 8-12/PG
coed; boarding and day. 1000 Samuel Miller
Loop, Charlottesville, 434-823-4805.
Oak Hill Academy 8-12 coed, boarding,
Baptist. 2635 Oak Hill Road, Mouth of Wilson,
276-579-2619.
Oakland School Serving students with learning differences, ages 6-14 at admission, coed.
128 Oakland Farm Way, Troy, 434-293-9059.
Randolph-Macon Academy 6-12/PG coed,
boarding and day, military/Methodist. 200
Academy Drive, Front Royal, 540-636-5200.
Shenandoah Valley Academy 9-12 coed,
boarding,Seventh-day Adventist. 234 W. Lee
Highway, New Market, 540-740-3161.
St. Anne’s-Belfield School PK-12 coed, nondenominational; board and day. 2132 Ivy Road,
Charlottesville, 434-296-5106.
St. Margaret’s School 8-12 girls, Episcopal.
444 S. Water Lane, Tappahannock, 804-4433357.
Stuart Hall School PK-12 coed with a boarding program (8-12), Episcopal. 235 W. Frederick
St., Staunton, 540-885-0356.
Timber Ridge School Ages 10-21 boys, residential treatment center. 1463 New Hope
Road, Cross Junction, 540-888-3456.
Virginia Episcopal School 9-12 coed,
boarding and day, Episcopal. 400 V.E.S. Road,
Lynchburg, 434-385-3600.
Wakefield Country Day School PS-12 coed.
1059 Zachary Taylor Highway, Flint Hill, 540635-8555.
Woodberry Forest School 9-12 boys; boarding. 898 Woodberry Forest Road, Woodberry
Forest, 540-672-3900.
Youth for Tomorrow 7-12 coed, offering special education and residential program. 11835
Hazel Circle Drive, Bristow, 703-368-7995.
Last updated June 2016. To suggest an update to this
listing, please contact special projects editor Nicole
Cohen at 355-0111 or nicolec@richmag.com.
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Owned and operated by
the Cafarella Family
since 2003

2319 Grove Ave.
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THANK YOU RICHMOND
MAGAZINE READERS
FOR VOTING US BEST
IN MUSIC CLASSES.
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Enrolling full day
• Junior Kindergarten
• Kindergarten
• Elementary (1-5)
• Middle School (6-8)

A

C AT H O L I C
S CHOOL

To schedule a
personal tour,
call us at
(804) 740-1048 or
browse
www.SaintMary.org

A Blue Ribbon School
Offering the International Baccalaureate
Middle Years Programme
9501 Gayton Road, Richmond, VA 23229

StMarysSchool.1\4.0816.indd
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Thanks to our wonderful Ms. Babs’
Families and Friends for voting us
RICHMOND’S BEST PRESCHOOL!
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1997
1982
1981
2009
2002

1911
1998

Coed

Coed Catholic

Coed Protestant

Coed Episcopal

Coed Christian

Boys
Catholic/military

Coed Catholic

All Saints Catholic School
3418 Noble Ave., 329-7524

All Saints Letsy Ann Memorial School
2001 Royal Ave., 232-3159

Anna Julia Cooper Episcopal School
2124 N. 29th St., 822-6610

Banner Christian School
1501 S. Providence Road, 276-5200

Benedictine College Preparatory
12829 River Road, 708-9500

Blessed Sacrament Huguenot

ab

Academy of Academic Excellence
12345 Gayton Road, 740-6500

1986

Coed, college prep,
Christian

Carmel School

1999
1956

2013

Seventh-day Adventist

Serves children with autism and 1999
other developmental disabilties

1971

Day, all boys

Coed Christian

Coed Episcopal, day

Coed Christian

Elk Hill
8151 Warriner Road, Varina, 795-7392

Ephesus Junior Academy
3700 Midlothian Turnpike, 233-4582

The Faison School for Autism
1701 Byrd Ave., 612-1947

Faith Life Academy
420 Oronoco Ave., 321-1333

Good Shepherd Episcopal School
4207 Forest Hill Ave., 231-1452

4100 Price Club Blvd., Midlothian, 674-8888

Grafton Integrated Health Network

8067 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, 730-7300

Special education and
group homes

1989

Coed urban Christian

Elijah House Academy
6627-B Jahnke Road, 755-7051

Grace Christian School

20/PK-3

1992

Therapeutic day/special
education

Educational Development Center
3001 Fifth Ave., 228-2600

1989

1991

150 /16 months
- 22 years

1915

Coed college prep

Collegiate School
103 N. Mooreland Road, 740-7077

100/K-12

101/6-12

100/PK-8

43/PK-9

20/6-12

140/K-12

90/K-12

1,630/JK-12

147/K-12 to
age 22

1979

Specialized day school
for those with autism and
learning differences

133/PK-12

50/6-12

325/PS-12

270/9-12

225/K-12

100/4-8

100/3 months 12 years

Charterhouse School
3900 W. Broad St., 239-1080
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chapel days $10,400*

uniforms

8

uniforms

uniforms

uniforms

uniforms
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2007

Montessori, day

Central Montessori School
323 N. 20th St., 447-7493

9020 Jericho Road, Ruther Glen, 448-3288

2000

Nontraditional

Brook Road Academy
8000 Brook Road, 553-3315

2501 Academy Road, Powhatan, 598-4211
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25

25
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1

79

6
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Research-based approach to instruction. Services include special education, individual therapy, group therapy,
speech and language therapy, and occupational therapy for individuals with autism and developmental disabilities.

Christian school of academic excellence including technology, foreign language and elective
offerings. Competitive athletic program and a variety of after-school club offerings.

Small classes, Spanish for all grades, instructional support included, before-/after-school care, organic/locally-sourced hot lunches, home-school enrichments, Cuong Nhu, sports teams, arts, clubs, VAIS accredited.

The school aims to provide a quality Christian education for all children, regardless of race
or socioeconomic background. Soccer program available. Title I program.

University-affiliated and research-driven program; also providing early intervention, summer,
adult, residential, after-school, social skills groups and outpatient clinic services.

Foreign language, athletic programs, music, drama and community service.

Group and individual counseling, reading intervention, league sports, education for employment, therapeutic day treatment, experiential education and GED preparation.

Well-rounded educational community with a focus on strong academics, oratory, physical
activity and a biblical worldview.

Providing educational alternatives for emotionally and/or socially challenged students, students
with learning disabilities and those coping with autism.

Languages taught at all grade levels; annual international conference and exchanges with schools;
single-sex classes in grades 5-8; state-of-the-art academic, arts and athletic facilities and instruction.

Therapeutic education for elementary, middle and high-school students with neurological
differences and emotional, behavioral, social and learning challenges.

Year-round, extended day. Continuous instruction in art, music and dual Spanish-English language. Associate member school of the American Montessori Society. Lead certified teachers.

With state-of-the-art classrooms, an outstanding library and the utilization of current technology,
students are challenged to grow academically, physically, spiritually, emotionally and socially.

Delivers a college-prep curriculum in a nontraditional environment, in small class settings with
a personalized and conversational approach to learning.

The college acceptance rate to a four-year college or university is 100 percent. Inclusive, competitive athletics program. Bus transportation is provided, and all faiths are welcome.

Four-year theology program and four-year leadership program for all students, emphasizing
character and virtue development. College prep curriculum with AP and honors level classes.

Accredited through the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) and the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). The graduating class of 2016 (19 students) was offered
admission into 42 different colleges with scholarship offers of more than $3 million.

Serving low-income families from the East End, the school offers a 100 percent scholarship
education with the goal of preparing students for success in high school and college.

The school follows the Christian-based A-Beka curriculum.

High moral expectations and academic rigor with real-world diversity and hands-on learning.
LEGO Robotics, STEM and Art integration, garden, Spanish, music, sports, high school credits.

Multiage groupings and differential curriculum through acceleration, complexity, depth,
challenge and creativity.
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This is a sampling of private schools in the Richmond region.
Information for this chart was provided by the schools. For the latest tuition
information or to learn more, contact the schools’ admissions offices.

richmondmagazine.com 219

PrivateSchoolCharts_0816.indd 219

7/12/16 3:20 PM

1951

Coed Christian

Richmond Christian School

1966

101/K-8

69/K-8

145/PK-8

108/PK-6

318/PK-8

275/K-12

125/PK-12

20/K-8

18/PK-1

360/PK-8

80/5-8

90/K-12

156/5-12

225/JK-12

4

8

4

uniforms

informal

4

uniforms

uniforms

8

uniforms

4

uniforms

4

uniforms

uniforms

4

uniforms

uniforms

uniforms

uniforms

4

4

uniforms

n/a = not applicable n/p = not provided * discounts available for multiple children
To suggest an update to this listing, please contact Special Projects Editor Nicole Cohen at 355-0111 or nicolec@richmag.com.

Coed Hebrew day school

Rudlin Torah Academy
3809 Patterson Ave., 353-1110

1974

1996

Waldorf

Richmond Waldorf School
1000 Westover Hills Blvd., 377-8024

Coed for students with dyslexia

1983

Coed Christian

Richmond Prep
304 N. Sheppard St., 716-6273

Riverside School
2110 McRae Road, Bon Air, 320-3465

1965

Coed Montessori

Richmond Montessori School
499 N. Parham Road, 741-0040

6511 Belmont Road, 276-3193

1911

Seventh-day Adventist
Christian

Richmond Academy
12285 Patterson Ave. 784-0036

1942

1963

Coed Catholic

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School
8250 Woodman Road, 262-1770

Coed Seventh-day
R.A. Lewis Christian School
300 Poplar Drive, Petersburg, 732-4733 Adventist

1998

Girls

Orchard House School
500 N. Allen Ave., 228-2436

2011

1996

Nontraditional learners,
students w/disabilities

Northstar Academy
8055 Shrader Road, 747-1003

Providence Montessori Christian School Coed Montessori
1900 Chamberlayne Ave., 643-0434

1974

Coed college prep for
students with dyslexia

1989

Independent coed college
Millwood School
15100 Millwood School Lane, 639-3200 prep

The New Community School
4211 Hermitage Road, 266-2494

1961

Nondenominational coed
Liberty Christian School
8094 Liberty Circle, Mechanicsville, 746-3062 Christian

85/PK2-5

200/K4-12

Coed Christian

Landmark Christian School
4000 Creighton Road, 644-5550

1966

42/K-12

Coed for emotionally
1974
troubled/learning disabled

108/PK3-5

30/K-7

John G. Wood School
8716 W. Broad St., 270-6566

1998

2012

Islamic

Coed Christian

40/K-12

60/PK-8

325/JK-11

166/PK-12

Iqra Academy of Virginia
6900 Carnation St., 330-4888

635 Manakin Road, Manakin-Sabot, 708-0048

Hunter Country Day School

1975 Elk Hill Road, Goochland, 457-4866

Harambee Day School at Elk Hill

1992

1959

Coed Christian

Hanover Academy

Day/residential

1975

Christian

Guardian Christian Academy
6851 Courthouse Road, 715-3210

117 Frances Road, Ashland, 798-8413

1978

Coed Christian

Grove Christian School
8701 Ridge Road, 741-2860

4and
before school

8

8

8

4

8

4

4and sports

4

$7,540-$9,535*

K-2 $20,950;
3-8 $25,150

PK $140/week*;
K-6 $6,750/year*
$5,000-$12,925

$8,950-$13,525

$6,300* elementary;
$7,100* secondary

Contact school

Contact school

$2,400-$6,000

$6,400-$8,300

$18,450

4

4sports & clubs

4

4

4

4

4

8

4

4and
before school

4

JK full day $12,250; K-8 4and
$13,600; 9-12 $15,500 before school
$28,395- $29,295
4athletics
and clubs
$22,030-$22,830
4

$5,160*

$3,700-$4,200*

Contact school

$4,850-$5,800*

K $6,710; $7,450*

$165-$195/day

$5,000-$7,500*

$4,100-$5,700

$4,260-$7,550

13
10

12:1
3:1 to 8:1

9:1

1:1 to 10:1

12:1

12:1

8:1 toddlers
12:1

15:1 to 16:1

12:1

10:1

10:2

18:1

8:1

n/p

7

13

3

40

26

30

100

25

40

19

20

25

12:1

5:1 to 8:1

n/p

50

90

5

75

30

35

32

fewer than 25
students per class

8:1

10:1

6:1

7:1

5:1

18:1

20:1
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Academic excellence in both general and Jewish studies. Rudlin Torah’s curriculum teaches
children critical thinking skills and timeless Jewish values.

Riverside offers a hands-on, multisensory, individualized approach for students with dyslexia and related learning
differences. Our hallmark 1-on-1 language instruction uses the Orton-Gillingham Approach.

A rich academic curriculum, fully integrated with the arts, fostering imagination, creativity, critical thinking and a
lifelong love of learning. Two fully paid opportunity scholarships available for incoming sixth graders who qualify.

Conveniently located in the Museum District. Flexible tuition payment options. Athletics include soccer,
basketball and cheering. Intensive focus on early literacy. Tuition includes before and after care.

An authentic Montessori school with a high-school preparatory curriculum. After-school enrichment includes art, basketball, choir, dance, drama, foreign language, strings and more. AMS and VAIS fully accredited.

Music, art and Spanish in all grades K-12. Eleven AP courses available. Wide variety for athletic and
STEM groups.

Provides academic excellence and Bible-based education from outstanding teachers with
Christian standards, utilizing small classes and an imaginative, individualized curriculum.

Provides students with a comprehensive VCPE-certified program using up-to-date technological
resources that enable them to fully develop their mental, physical and spiritual capabilities.

Founded on traditional Christian values. Flexible scheduling from two to five days per week. Ages 2
1/2 - 6

Students engage in authentic learning experiences that empower them as learners and reflect the opportunities to embrace diversity and share the Catholic faith. The goal is to ignite the potential in every child.

The essence of an Orchard House education is the development of each girl's personal authority and
consciousness so that she lives and contributes to the world with understanding, joy, hope and courage.

Individual instruction in a structured and supportive environment. VAISEF-accredited. Specialty programs include Lindamood-Bell reading and math, social skills, transition and Northstar Career Academy.

Empowers bright minds who are challenged by dyslexia and related language-based learning differences, featuring
customized curriculum and vibrant student life, arts and athletics, building skills and fostering personal strength.

Dedicated to the growth of each student in a supportive environment that challenges the intellect,
develops the body and fosters moral values. Small classes and close teacher-family communication.

Fine-arts program for all grades, student government, organized sports and pre-K child
development center.

Offering a quality education in a Christian environment. Bible classes for all grades and ageappropriate chapel services.

Provides instruction to students who have not been able to achieve success in traditional or
other private-school settings.

Fully accredited school includes Arabic, Islamic and Quran classes. Small class size in a nurturing
environment.

Small classes, character development, experienced faculty, rigours, liberal arts curriculum
taught with Christian principles. Latin, French, PE, music, studio art.

Career and technical education, group and individual counseling, league sports, therapeutic day
treatment, experiential education, culinary-arts program, and GED preparation.

Family atmosphere and all are involved. Computer instruction and Spanish for all grades. Extracurricular activities include archery, soccer, basketball, chess club, Earth club and drama.

Small class size, Christian atmosphere, nurturing environment, plus a sports program. Spanish
instruction available.

Christ-centered school of academic excellence offering athletics, foreign language, afterschool clubs, fine-arts electives and community service.
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156/PK-12
11/ages 2-12

1999
2002

1894
1919
1952
1890
1911
1961
1922
1965
1957

Coed Christian

Early intervention for
children with autism and
developmental delay

Coed Episcopal

Coed Catholic

Coed Catholic

Episcopal girls

Episcopal boys

Coed Catholic

Girls Catholic

Coed Catholic

Coed Episcopal

Southside Baptist Christian School
5515 Bryce Lane, 745-8699

Spiritos School
400 Coalfield Road, 897-7440

St. Andrew’s School
227 S. Cherry St., 648-4545

St. Benedict Catholic School
3100 Grove Ave., 254-8850

St. Bridget School
6011 York Road, 288-1994

St. Catherine’s School
6001 Grove Avenue, 288-2804

St. Christopher’s School
711 St. Christopher’s Road, 282-3185

St. Edward Epiphany
10701 W. Huguenot Road, 272-2881

Saint Gertrude High School
3215 Stuart Ave., 358-9114

St. Mary’s Catholic School
9501 Gayton Road, 740-1048

St. Michael’s Episcopal School

1972
1975
2000
1985

Coed Episcopal

Coed Montessori

Classical Christian

Coed Christian

Coed Montessori

Trinity Episcopal School
3850 Pittaway Drive, 272-5864

Tuckahoe Montessori School
4103 Monument Ave., 359-2754

Veritas School
3400 Brook Road, 272-9517

Victory Christian Academy
8491 Chamberlayne Road, 262-8256

West End Montessori School
9307 Quioccasin Road, 523-7536

uniforms

uniforms

4

4

uniforms

125/12 mos.
grade 6

200/K3-12

475/K-12

78/18 mos.grade 4

495/8-12

610/JK-12

375/K-8

4

uniforms

uniforms

8

4

4

4

n/a = not applicable n/p = not provided * discounts available for multiple children
To suggest an update to this listing, please contact Special Projects Editor Nicole Cohen at 355-0111 or nicolec@richmag.com.

1997

1972

Coed college prep

The Steward School
11600 Gayton Road, 740-3394

8706 Quaker Lane, 272-3514; 10510 Hobby Hill
Road (middle school campus)

All students receive 100
percent scholarship.

Contact school

$5,865-$6,222

$16,075*

$4,000-$9,000*

K3-5: $4,730;
6-12: $5,060

$10,285-$11,781
(includes books and fees)

$3,000-$8,300*

$22,800

$10,140-$14,880 (JK) to
$23,740

lower: $10,665
middle: $11,380

PS: $2,175-$3,625;
PK-8: $5,800 - $7,250

$16,970

$5,400* Catholic;
$9,460* other faiths

$15,000-$25,475

$14,700-$25,800

$6,176*-$10,380*

uniforms for $5,485-$7,925
K-8

uniforms

8

uniforms

8

455/nursery-8 uniforms

253/9-12

450/PK-8

1,006/JK-12

890/JK-12

460/JK-8

190/JK-8

96/K-5

72/5-8

$1,750-$5,700

PS: $6,790; LS: $14,380;
MS: $15,310

2001

4

8

Boys

125/PK-12

190/PS-8

Seven Hills School
1311 Overbrook Road, 329-6300
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Salem Christian School
1700 Cardwell Road, Crozier, 784-4174
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Coed
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Sabot at Stony Point
3400 Stony Point Road, 272-1341
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sch

before school

4 and

4 and
before school

sports, music
and art

4

sports and
clubs

4

4

4

sports, clubs,
performing arts

4

4

4

4

4and
before school

4

8

school

4and before

sports and
clubs

8

4

Aft

l
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m

n/p

8:1

5:1/8:1/14:1;
n/p
based on age

10

n/p

9

22

8.5

15

14

18

11.5

17.4

15:1

10:1

14:1

8:1

11:1

20 students/
class

9:1

varies

6:11

varies

12

n/p

varies
18:1

90

n/p

95

13

n/p

13

er
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A classic Montessori school that celebrates community and diversity in a respectful, structured
academic learning environment.

AP and honors classes. Dual-enrollment college courses. Thriving sports program. Godly and dedicated
staff provide a solid academic program to enhance intellectual, social, spiritual and physical development.

Great books; robust art and music offerings; formal Latin, logic and rhetoric classes required; cultivates excellent Christian scholarship and discipleship; provides tools of learning, thinking and communication; championship sports teams.

The school offers Spanish and Mandarin instruction, as well as piano and violin. Also offers
soccer, yoga and gymnastics.

An independent International Baccalaureate World School, Trinity awards one full IB scholarship and additional merit scholarships to rising ninth-graders each year.

Small class sizes by design; 1:1 technology program; 16 AP courses; Debbie Robson scholarship provides full tuition
for two rising ninth-graders. Robust academics, exceptional arts and athletics programs, and Bryan Innovation Lab.

Superior academic instruction with strong foundation in character and values. Small by design
with a vibrant, welcoming community; International Baccalaureate World School.

Authorized International Baccalaureate World School offering the Middle Years Programme.
Full-day junior kindergarten

Four-year theology program; Discover Leadership program for all students; partnerships with Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts, Virginia Historical Society, Science Museum of Virginia; strong college-prep; one-to-one technology.

The school is committed to educating the whole child spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically. St. Edward Epiphany recently adopted The Leader in Me program and updated instructional technology.

Comprehensive program to develop the character, wisdom and life skills to have a positive impact in a rapidly
changing world. Junior kindergarten for boys age 4, Center for the Study for Boys and leadership programming.

Offering an exceptional girl-centered education that includes full day JK (age 4) in a newly renovated facility, leadership curriculum, STEM at all grades, Intensive Studies Program in Upper School, and award-winning arts and athletics.

Faith-based education within an engaging learning environment including hands-on activities,
Smartboards, iPads and laptops. Spanish and French from kindergarten. High school credits in several subjects.

Provides a Catholic, classical education that forms the whole person. Students start Latin in
first grade, study great literature, and learn communication skills and critical thinking.

St. Andrew’s School transforms lives by providing quality, progressive education to children
from families with limited financial resources through 100 percent full scholarships.

Combines applied behavior analysis, speech, occupational and other therapies to develop a
curriculum for each child’s needs and provides a supportive, nurturing environment where
children learn to achieve their potential.

Offering an elite education with Christ-centered curriculum, 100-percent college acceptance rate, National Merit
Scholar winner, international student program, powerhouse athletics, Spanish and fine arts for all grades.

Offers a dynamic, rigorous program of academic study based on boy-focused research, with an
emphasis on guided exploration, active learning and the opportunity to pursue individual curiosity.

Offers high academic standards in a loving Christian environment; sports programs for boys
and girls.

Reggio-inspired, collaborative and academically proven. We reveal the power of children’s thinking
and foster lifelong love of learning. Independent, VAIS accredited education for Richmond.
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16:1

1:1

12:1

12:1

18:1 or less

12:1
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You’re always
set for a sitter.

™

Making life easier for Moms (it’s what we do).
Whether you have a meeting at school or just need to run errands,
we’re the simple solution to your day to day needs.

4 FREE Sitter Hours
Offer good for <four> FREE consecutive hours. Requires new customers complete
family set-up process with College Nannies + Tutors. Customer may be billed for
additional hours. Use promo code <fourfree>.

Glen Allen | 804.346.2242 | collegesitters.com

© 2016 College Nannies + Sitters + Tutors. Offer good for new customers only,
requires one-time registration fee. Some exclusions apply. Void where prohibited.

IS THERE SOMETHING MISSING IN YOUR CHILD'S EDUCATION?
CollegeNannies.1\4.0816.indd
1
7/14/16
3:10 PM

VictoryChristian.1\4.0816.indd 1

7/18/16 10:35 AM

HUNTER COUNTRY
DAY SCHOOL

CHALLENGES
HALLE
HA
LLEN
LLE
NGES TH
THE
EM
MIND.
IND
NOURISHES THE SPIRIT.
DEVELOPS THE
WHOLE CHILD.

Classical, Christian, liberal arts education
PLEASE JOIN US FOR:

“Popsicle Play Dates”/Open House
August 11 at 10:30
RSVP: Vanessa Peete at 708-0048

635 Manakin Road,
Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103
HDS.1\2h.0816.indd 1

_franks_rm_0816.indd 221

at 1/3rd the price of most private schools
John Rosemond Event:

Parenting expert and author
August 21st & 22nd
at Third Church

Our campus is located just minutes from Rt. 288.
Near the Goochland/Henrico County line.

804-708-0048
www.Huntercds.org
7/14/16 2:19 PM

7/18/16 4:07 PM

PRIVATE SCHOOLS GUIDE

Finding a Match
Are you considering a private school education for your children? Here’s some advice
from a sampling of Richmond area private school administrators on how to find an
institution that’s right for your family.

How should parents begin the
search for the right private school
for their child?
Mandy Flowers, director of admissions and
marketing, Good Shepherd Episcopal School:
Ideally, parents should start in the fall a year
before they want to change schools.
Research online and use your social network. Google schools and check out their
websites. Check out individual schools’ sites
and the vais.org (Virginia Association of Independent Schools) website for open house
dates and contact schools to find out their
schedules and requirements for admission.
Talk to your friends about their school choices and see if they know any parents at
schools you are considering. When you find
schools that look interesting, contact those
schools to set up tours.
Charleen Frederick, Southside Baptist Christian School: When deciding if private education is right for a child, a parent must consider the following: Family values, morals
and beliefs; a child’s educational environment; curriculum and academic rigor; is your
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child being challenged academically?
Robin Oliff, director of admissions, The
Steward School: We recommend that parents visit all the schools that are of interest
to them. Finding the right fit for your child
isn’t about where your neighbors or your
colleagues send their children — it’s about
your child and your family. Most area schools
offer open houses in the fall and winter, as
well as one-on-one tours by appointment.
We find that the personal tours are the most
beneficial for prospective families.
How much input should the child
have in the search?
Kathryn Bremner, executive director, Grace
Christian School: It is important that the
child feel a part of the process in searching
for a private school. Parents should check
to see if the schools they are considering
offer a shadow day. Shadow days provide
students the opportunity to spend a day
immersed in the school’s culture and meet
staff and students. When a child is a part of
the exploratory process, he/she will feel

What factors should be considered
regarding paying for a private school
education?
Flowers: Determining how much one can
afford is a very personal process. Examine
the monthly household budget, see how
much room there is for a monthly tuition
payment and go from there. Be sure to ask
school administrators what types of payment
plans are available and whether they can
offer any sort of financial aid.
Bremner: Private school can be very expensive. A family should explore scholarships
or financial aid offered by individual schools.
Oftentimes, schools provide discounts for
prepaying tuition early or having multiple
siblings. A parent should take time to
research these offerings, as they will differ
from school to school.

ARNEL REYNON

PRIVATE SCHOOL TIP S

included in the decision and be more likely
to take ownership of the education.
Frederick: A child should not have any input
in the school search. It should be the parent’s decision that is based on what is best
for the child.
What should you look for in a visit
to a school?
Ann McLean, head of school, Hunter Country Day School: Spend time talking to the
head (of school), listening, asking questions.
Speak with faculty and current students;
visit on a day when you can see a “slice of
life” if possible. Are the students polite, joyfilled, respectful, learning and excited about
what they are learning? Trust your “gut”
about a school, but always know the head
of school has a great deal to do with the overall “ethos” or atmosphere of a school. Look
for students’ work on the walls. Is the handwriting neat? Are the themes appropriate?
What is the “soul” of the school? This is quite
important in placing your student there.
Oliff: We encourage parents and children
to tour the campus together because the
school must feel like the right fit for both.
Parents and students should consider the
child’s personality and learning style, as well
as factors including academic programming,
arts and athletics opportunities, geographic
accessibility and affordability.

7/14/16 2:00 PM

Stand
out.
Fork Union Military Academy’s rigorous admission standards, high academic expectations, and focus on achievement help
outstanding young men develop, compete, lead, and accomplish even more than they thought possible.

In our safe and structured academic environment, founded on Christian values, young men develop the qualities of respect,
integrity, faith, character, and discipline essential for success in life.

The One Subject Plan
Fork Union Military Academy follows a unique curriculum schedule in our Upper School (grades 9-12 and postgraduate).
It is called the One Subject Plan.
Instead of juggling four to six classes every day, or following a confusing
“block schedule,” our students take one subject at a time. The year is
divided into five grading periods of about seven weeks each. Each grading
period, the student takes one class.
Talk about individual attention!

In a typical school, a teacher is responsible for teaching 80 to 150 different
students every day in several different classes. At Fork Union Military
Academy, a teacher has only one classroom of students (usually about 10 to
17 students) each day, every day, for seven weeks.
This enables the teacher to get to know each student as an individual,
and enables each student to concentrate fully on each subject. There are
no more nights of deciding “should I do my math homework, my writing
assignment, science, or social studies?”
Concentration goes up, learning goes up, and grades go up.

Download our white paper, About the One Subject Plan, to learn more:
http://www.OneSubjectPlan.info

Fork Union
Military Academy

FUMA_RichmondMag_JULY2015_fullpg_OSP.indd 1
ForkUnion.fp.0815.indd 1

Success stories begin here.
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