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Thank you RVA  for your support in voting us 
THE BEST Real Estate Firm in Central Virginia!

www.napierera.com / 800.966.7669www.napierera.com / 800.966.7669
NO ONE KNOWS HOME LIKE NAPIER ERA!
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Charterhouse School students 
experience academic, life and social 
skill development in a collaborative 
learning environment. 
We offer specialized programs for 
elementary, middle, high school and 
college students with:
• Autism and other neurological 

differences
• Emotional, intellectual and 

learning challenges 

Call 804.353.4461 x1294 to talk to 
our admissions counselor or visit
www.charterhouseschool.org

Helping students with 
special needs EXTEND 
their REACH

CharterHouseSchool.1\3b.0815.indd   1 7/20/15   1:16 PM
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LEARNING FOR FUN.
LEARNING FOR LIFE.®  
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NOW ENROLLING!>WHERE YOU 
START THE 
JOURNEY CAN 
MAKE ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE.

Tour your local Goddard School 
and experience why it’s the 
best preparation for social 
and academic success.  
 
Goddard Systems, Inc.’s 
program is AdvancED 
accredited.
 
The Goddard School is 
proud to be chosen as the 
Best Place for a Preschool 
Education in Richmond for 
the fifth year in a row!
 
9 LOCATIONS IN THE 
RICHMOND AREA
 
GoddardSchool.com

The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. © Goddard Systems, Inc. 2017
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THE LATEST ON THE PRIVATE EDUCATION FRONT  Compiled by Leah Small

SCHOOL NEWS 

Saint Bridget Catholic School has 
acquired and renovated the historic 
Westhampton Baptist Church as its new 
middle school space. The former Baptist 
church, which is two blocks west of the 
Catholic school, relocated westward in 
2015. Now, the school’s 150 middle school 

students have access to labs, tech spaces 
complete with 3D printers, and multi-
functional classrooms. The sanctuary 
was also renovated into a performing 
arts space while still maintaining the 
historical integrity of the chamber.

“The design of the middle school 

was to create a true middle school 
environment for sixth-, seventh- and 
eighth-grade students,” says George 
Sadler, head of school.

The new space frees seven classrooms 
in the school and space that was being 
used in Saint Bridget Catholic Church.

HIGH-TECH RENOVATION 
Saint Bridget Catholic School adds new middle school space

Emma, eighth grade and 
Sarah, sixth grade, have been 

at Saint  Bridget since 2011. 

PRIVATE
SCHOOLS
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CRISTO REY RICHMOND  
HIGH SCHOOL DELAYS  
OPENING ONE YEAR 
Cristo Rey Richmond High School — a small Catholic 
school that aims to serve students in low-income 
communities — has delayed its opening to the fall of 
2019. The school originally was scheduled to open in 
2018, but a recent gift of 2.5 acres next to Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church changed plans, says Dontrese Brown, 
chair of the school’s prelaunch committee. The group 
previously considered renovating existing school sites 
but now plans to build from the ground up.

The Cristo Rey model started in Chicago as a way 
to educate economically disadvantaged urban youth. 
In 20 years, the school has expanded to 32 sites in 21 
states. Students don’t have to pay to attend Cristo  
Rey but must work a certain number of hours for  
a company that pledges sponsorship dollars to  
the school. 

“These students will help transform their 
communities by breaking the cycle of poverty, 
failure and violence often associated with urban 
communities because they are changing their 
dynamic,” Brown says.
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PREKINDERGARTEN 
TO LAUNCH AT SAINT 
CATHERINE’S SCHOOL
St. Catherine’s School will start its Early 
Learners program for girls this fall. To 
enroll, students must be 3 years old by Sept. 
30, pass a development assessment and be 
toilet-trained. The program will emphasize 
social- and motor-skill development, literacy, 
numeracy, creative movement and outdoor 
education. 

Carpool will begin at 7:30 a.m., with 
after-school care options for Early Learners 
available until 6 p.m. at St. Catherine’s. A 
full-day option from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and a 
half-day option from 8 a.m. to noon.

The program will be housed in Miss 
Jennie’s, a house built for school founder 
Virginia Randolph Ellett. Student from St. Catherine's School junior kindergarten

There are already 32 Cristo 
Rey schools nationwide.

PRIVATE 
 SCHOOLS
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Alternative high  
blends agriculture  
and academics 

It’s likely few high schoolers 
imagine arriving to school and 

feeding goats and chickens instead 
of rushing to their desks before the 
morning bell. But it could soon be a 
reality for some of the region's teens 
with the planned opening of the 
LOCAL STEW U school this fall.   
“It doesn’t take rocket science to see 
that some kids just aren’t designed to 
sit at a desk and learn in segmented 
pieces,” says Resi Connell, LOCAL 
STEW U founder. “So, I started 
developing more project-based 
learning so kids can learn in context.”

Connell, who is considering a 
Petersburg property for the school, 
hopes the program will inspire 
a number of students to work in 
agriculture, whether in food science 
or on a farm. There are 22 students 
currently enrolled.

Riverside School 
Staff Changes

Riverside School has recently wel-
comed Hal Waller as its new head 

of school and Cindy DiCello as director 
of development.  

Both DiCello and Waller say they be-
lieve in the school’s mission to empower 
and remediate children whose language 
arts skills are below grade level. 

Waller, who enters his role this fall, 
served as lower school principal at Veri-
tas for three years. Previously, he served 
in administrative and teaching roles at 
Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School.

“I’ve had a lot of experience with 
students that are creative, and I think 
students at Riverside fit that bill,”  
he says. 

DiCello joins the staff after serving 
as development director for Sports 
Backers. She says she was inspired to 
join Riverside after witnessing the prog-
ress her 11-year-old son, Jackson, made 
as a student at the school.

The Trinity experience 
provides an environment where superior academics 

go hand in hand with the arts, athletics and the 
development of each individual student.

3850 Pittaway Drive  |  Richmond, Virginia 23235  |  (804) 272-5864  |  www.trinityes.org  |    @Trinity_RVA  |    TrinityEpiscopalSchoolRVA

Discover Your Path

Coeducational • College Preparatory
Grades 8-12 • Average Class Size: 14

Richmond’s First International 
Baccalaureate World School

ADMISSION OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 • 2 P.M.

Trinity.12v.0817.indd   1 7/14/17   5:27 PM

follow

our

moments

@richmondmag
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LET’S ADMIT IT
APPLYING FOR KINDERGARTEN, MIDDLE OR HIGH SCHOOL IS A COMPLICATED PROCESS

BY KATE ANDREWS

St. Christopher’s off ers 
robotics in its upper school.

PRIVATE
 SCHOOLS
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LET’S ADMIT IT ith so many educational options available, most families can 
use a li� le guidance when it comes to admissions calendars and 
processes at local private schools. We checked in with nine schools 

to fi nd some answers for families of future kindergarteners, middle- and 
high-schoolers who are interested in the independent school route.

COURTESY ST. CHRISTOPHER’S SCHOOL

W

privateschools_admissionguide_rm_0817.indd   57 7/12/17   8:50 AM
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Considering a private kindergar-
ten? Then it is not a bad idea to 
start exploring when your child 
is 4 or even 3 years old, many 
school administrators suggest. You’ll want to apply for kinder-
garten by December or January of your child’s fi nal pre-K year, 
and the process typically includes testing, interviews and family 
visits. Early applications also help when considering fi nancial 
aid to fund your child’s tuition.

At Elijah House Academy in Chesterfi eld County, Admissions 
Coordinator K.J. Washington conducts tests and interviews with 
children and parents, and o� en receives 40 applications for 15 
spaces. “We have a waiting list,” he says, so there is some fl exi-
bility for children who apply by January and don’t get in. “It all 
depends, and that’s why we encourage families to apply as early 
as possible.” Likewise, at The Steward School in Henrico County, 
Director of Admissions Robin Oliff  
suggests applying by the second week 
of January, because many area 
schools send acceptance le� ers by the 
third week of February. Steward does 
not have a waiting list or pool for 
kindergartners. At Saint Bridget 
School, children take a standardized 
readiness assessment administered 
by teachers, and each fall, the school 
hosts an open house for families of 
prospective kindergartners. 

Testing is fairly standardized for 
many incoming kindergartners: The 
WPPSI-IV (Wechsler Preschool and 
Primary Scale of Intelligence) test is 
used at most Richmond-area schools, 
and Steward has a readiness screening day when teachers and 
the headmaster meet all applicants. “We check their fi ne motor 
skills. We check basic le� ers and numbers,” Oliff  says, “all the 
while knowing that their exposure is going to be diff erent, 

depending on where they were in preschool.” 
As far as making sure a school is a good fi t for your child, 

Oliff  and Washington heartily recommend visiting early and 
o� en. “I would encourage families to be hands-on in the process,” 
Washington says, and Oliff  mentions Steward’s “Play With a 
Purpose” day for kindergarten applicants to test out the toys 
and classrooms so they’re familiar with the school. 

“My fi rst advice is to consider all their options,” says Pamela 
Wray, who was Saint Bridget’s admissions and development 
director for eight years before taking the same position at St. 
Joseph’s School in Petersburg this summer. “There are wonderful 
public schools, private schools and parochial schools. My best 

advice is to consider that there is 
more than one right school for your 
child. I think the more you look, the 
be� er decision you make.” She also 
recommends talking to parents 
whose children already attend a 
school, and not to put all of your 
hopes on one school.

If your child is turned down, o� en 
an admissions counselor or another 
person will be able to answer ques-
tions and off er advice. Sometimes, a 
child may benefi t from an extra year 
in preschool, Washington says, or 
perhaps further testing, adds Oliff . 
For every family, whether their child 
is admi� ed at Steward or not, Oliff  

and her colleagues off er feedback on what kind of learner the 
child is and what sort of educational needs he or she has. 

“My wish for every parent is that you have that moment when 
you know your child is in the right place,” Wray says.

P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S  G U I D E

IF YOUR CHILD IS PRE-KINDERGARTEN

Sabra Willhite, a teacher at The Steward School, 
takes a moment for one-on-one instructon.
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Students from St. Joseph’s School

PRIVATE
 SCHOOLS
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One important thing to note: Private middle schools 
o� en start at fi � h grade, a year before public middle 
schools. That doesn’t mean that your child, if moving 
from public to private, needs to start in fi � h. But it 
does mean you may want to start looking at schools 
in third or fourth grade. 

Testing, again, is fairly standardized at area middle 
schools. Sabot at Stony Point, like other schools, gives 
applicants the WISC test (Wechsler Intelligence Scale 
for Children) and an in-house assessment of math and 
literacy. Collegiate School also gives the CTP 
(Comprehensive Testing Program) and ERB 
(Educational Records Bureau) admissions tests used 
at many competitive private schools. At Orchard House 
School, however, testing is not required, although 
applicants have one-on-one and family interviews, and 
the school considers assessments from their past teachers. 

Beyond academics, schools for middle-schoolers are focused 
on supporting students through a traditionally diffi  cult period 
of childhood while le� ing them have freedom to fi gure out their 
own paths. “When you get into middle school, it’s a li� le bit of 
a diff erent ball of wax, because children are becoming 
more independent,” says Maggie Barre� , director of 
admissions for Sabot at Stony Point. “Sixth grade — 
for anybody — is pre� y rocky. You need to let your 
child bump up against the things that are hard. That 
helps them build resilience, rather than parents 
coming to the rescu’’e.” 

In The Fan, Orchard House is for girls in grades 5 
through 8, and its teachers and administrators emphasize lead-
ership, resilience and grit. “In a girls’ school, every leadership 
role is fi lled by a girl,” says Laura Haskins, head of school. “It’s 
normal.” This experience also helps girls advocate for themselves 

as they enter high school and college, especially in coed atmo-
spheres. “I always encourage people to come to the school and 
see the social interaction,” adds Melody Imburg, director of 
admissions. “You actually need to walk the halls.” 

Collegiate also has single-gender classes (for core subjects) 
for children in fourth through eighth grade, in part 
because boys and girls are at diff erent developmental 
stages at that age, says Brent Miller, director of admis-
sions for the middle and upper schools. “They’re able 
to function in a system that’s be� er for them,” he 
says. But in art, music and drama classes, as well as 
lunch periods, the school is fully coed.

Wait pools or lists exist at all three schools, and 
they off er mentorship and “pals” for students and families new 
to the community. “We try really hard to pair new families up 
with current families,” Barre�  says. Orchard House helps con-
nect fi � h-graders with eighth-graders in a “li� le sister” arrange-

ment. And at Collegiate, Assistant Head of 
School J.P. Watson experienced the Cougar 
Pal system for himself when his family 
moved to Richmond in 2015. His daughter, a 
seventh-grader, was assigned a pal to help her 
get accustomed to the school.

“She was able to fi nd a core group of girls who 
took her under their wing,” he says. “For a father, 
that’s a good feeling.”

O� en at smaller schools like Orchard House, 
which has fewer than 80 students, admissions 
is like pu� ing together a puzzle, fi guring out a 
good balance of talents, strengths and person-
alities among students. Imburg says that despite 
disappointment, she wants parents of children 
who aren’t accepted to their school of choice to 
remember one important thing: “There’s nothing 
wrong with your child.”

Top right: Orchard House 
student Lucy Caroline 

reads a book she wrote for 
her “big sister” Carter. 

Bottom left: Sabot at Stony 
Point graduates receive 

custom diplomas, deisgned 
by fellow students.

FOR THE MIDDLE-SCHOOL CROWD
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Tomorrow’s Solutions, 
Delivered Today

INTEGRATED HEALTH NETWORK

Tel: 888-955-5205 • admissions@grafton.org • www.grafton.org

Grafton Integrated Health Network is a private, nonprofit 
organization that has served children, adolescents and 

adults with significant emotional, and/or behavioral 
challenges for more than 55 years.

• Applied behavior analysis •	 Early	intervention	
• Community based group homes •	 Outpatient
•	 Psychiatric	residential	treatment	 •	 Special	education

Richmond magazine art 1765

Grafton.14.0217.indd   1 1/18/17   2:15 PM

Saint Mary’S CatholiC SChool

Saint Mary’s Students . . .
   . . . are loved, loving and learning to love one another
   . . . are learning to give of  themselves to others
   . . . are learning to be thankful for their many blessings 
   . . . achieve academically with supportive teachers
   . . . think globally within the context of Gospel Values
   . . . smile and laugh in school
   . . . enjoy the challenge of  growing, thriving & succeeding

Welcoming all students
grades Junior Kindergarten through 8th Grade

9501 Gayton Road
Henrico, VA 23229

www.saintmary.org
(804) 740-1048

StMarys.14.0217.indd   1 1/23/17   9:34 AM

As you’d expect, the battery of tests at 
most schools becomes more demanding 
as students age, but that is the case 
whether your child is applying to private 
schools, specialty centers or a governor’s 
school. And most families start visiting 
schools and exploring their children’s 
options in seventh grade, although some 
start in sixth. But academics are not the 
only concern; so is character. 

At St. Gertrude High School, a Catholic 
girls’ prep school for grades 9 through 12 
based in the Museum District, “we’re always 
looking at students who are interested in 
our mission,” says Meredith McNamara, 
director of admission. Girls can follow any 
faith or none, she says, “but [they] need to 
want to give back to the community. First 
and foremost is a genuine, caring personal-
ity and the willingness to put yourself out 
there and fi nd out who you are.” 

At New Community School, in Richmond’s 

North Side, the testing standards are some-
what diff erent, given the school’s focus on 
students with dyslexia and related learning 
diff erences. Applicants take the WISC test 
and have one-on-one testing, because, 
other than language issues,  New 
Community students are o� en of above-av-
erage intelligence, says Carolyn Tisdale, 
director of the upper school (grades 9-12) 
and admissions. 

“Does the child need us?” she says. 

“That’s what we’re looking for.” Over the 
years, New Community has grown signifi -
cantly, from an enrollment of 50 students 
in its fi rst year, 1974, to 175 this coming year, 
covering grades 5 through 12. The school’s 
new academic building, with dedicated art 
and science classrooms, as well as smaller 
spaces for language-acquisition tutoring, 
opens this fall. 

At St. Christopher’s School in Richmond’s 
West End, Director of Admissions Cary 

FOR FAMILIES OF 
HIGH SCHOOL FRESHMEN

Students in the St. Gertrude 
High School library

PRIVATE
 SCHOOLS
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Co - Ed   |   JK–12th Grade   |   www.collegiate-va.org

For more information or to register, please
call the Admission Office at 804.740.7077

Collegiate School does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sexual orientation or national origin.

Come for 
a tour

this fall!

INSPIRING EXCELLENCE IN LEARNING AND LIFE

Collegiate.12h.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   8:11 AM

BOYS GIRLS

RVC

7  14

  

    

   

2921 Byrdhill Rd., Henrico, VA 23228 

804.358.3000 | www.RVC.net

     

BOYS&GIRLS

MAKE FRIENDS.
HAVE FUN.

GET EXERCISE.

13 weeks of volleyball 
activities and drills

Lower nets & lightweight balls

12-2 pm or 2:30-4:30pm
$195 per player, includes t-shirt

FALL REGISTRATION 
is now OPEN!

RichVolleyball.12h.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   3:04 PM

_franks_rm_0817.indd   61 7/18/17   5:00 PM
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Mauck takes teacher recommendations 
and GPA into consideration, as well as the 
SSAT (Secondary School Admission Test), 
which The Steward School, Collegiate and 
Benedictine also use. “At the end of the 
day, we try to look at students through a 
variety of lenses,” Mauck says. “We grow 
our class a little bit from eighth grade 
to ninth.” 

He adds that the all-boys environment 
helps students stay focused and also 
explore their interests, whether it’s a sport, 
an academic team or robotics. “If you like 
to sing,” Mauck says, “please join the choir 
immediately.” 

At all three schools, visiting is encour-
aged. St. Christopher’s holds its initial 
open house on Election Day because 
public schools are o� en closed, and boys 
and their families can meet teachers, 
a� end classes and have lunch. Both St. 
Gertrude and St. Christopher’s off er shad-
owing for students, and New Community 
is open all year for tours by appointment. 
The schools also off er fi nancial aid, and 
applying earlier in the school year gives 
families more options. 

The reward for teachers and adminis-
trators comes when they see their stu-
dents succeed and thrive. “Many of our 
students come to us not trusting school,” 
says Dan Stackhouse, New Community’s 
media coordinator. “They learn to trust 
teachers, trust that they’re smart and 
trust that it will get be� er.”  

P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S  G U I D E
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Students at St. Christopher’s
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Come visit usCome visit us to learn how we 
can be a resource for your familcan be a resource for your family. 

Your child will thrive and you can go to our child will thrive and you can go to Your child will thrive and you can go to our child will thrive and you can go to Y
work...without worryy. 

Full-Day Nursery School & PreschoolFull-Day Nursery School & Preschool
Private Kindergarten
Before & After School Recreation at the After School Recreation at the Village
Summer Day Camps: Blue Sky and Little CloudSummer Day Camps: Blue Sky and Little Cloud
Emergency Back-up Sick Child Care Emergency Back-up Sick Child Care 
(even for children who are not enrolled at Rainbow Station)(even for children who are not enrolled at Rainbow Station)

A leadership infused curriculum leadership infused curriculumA leadership infused curriculum leadership infused curriculumA
AND so much more

RainbowStation.org
Call to schedule a tour today!

Please call to schedule a tour today! 

Boulders
272-0641

Charter Colony
594-0561

Hanover Medical Park
730-1010

Three Chopt
747-0100

Wyndham
360-2166
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he parents at Al Madina School of 
Richmond, which has an Islamic edu-
cational component, help students 
across Richmond realize they have 

more similarities than diff erences. They facilitate 
visits from neighboring schools, during which Al 
Madina’s students give presentations that educate 
their newly met peers about Islam. After that, 
there is a discussion that allows the students to 
get to know each other.

“They may say, ‘I’m into soccer and spaghe� i,’ 
and another might say, ‘Well, so am I.’ They realize 
they are all kids and they all like the same thing,” 
says Anne� e Khan, administrative assistant at 
Al Madina.

These cultural events are a facet of parental 
participation at Al Madina, and an example of 
the many different ways parents at private 
schools across the Richmond region devote their 
volunteer hours. Each private school — whether 
it’s a small, religious private like Al-Madina, a 
small niche-private such as Riverside School or 
a large institution like Collegiate — has diff erent 
requirements and traditions for how parents 
can give back.

Al Madina’s cultural events generally cater 
to students in other private schools that have 
a world religions or Islamic studies aspect in 
their curriculum. For their children’s under-
standing of Islam, Al Madina’s parents assist 
them in reenacting an annual mini-Hajj at the 
school, which teaches the students the meaning 
of the traditional pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Al Madina’s parents also work to foster a 
sense of social responsibility among the school’s 
107 students.

“We try to have our students do a lot of com-
munity service. We have parents that take stu-
dents to participate in CARITAS and the Central 
Virginia Foodbank,” Khan says. “We are really 
trying to get them to be good members of 
the community.”

Parents at Collegiate School, which has more 
than 1,600 students in its upper, middle and 
lower schools, also emphasize participation in 
cross-cultural activities. 

Nearly 100 families at Collegiate have hosted 
students from abroad as part of the school’s 
global education program. They previously 
opened their homes to an entire British lacrosse 
team. Collegiate parents also host students for 
the school’s International Emerging Leaders 
Conference. The conference requires Collegiate 
students work with 40 visiting students from 11 
countries to solve environmental challenges in 
the United States and abroad. Parents also make 
sure the students are provided refreshments as 
they expend brain power tackling pollution and 
global warming. 

“It’s an opportunity for students to collaborate 
with students from other countries and to realize 
the world is bigger than their own existence,” says 
Collegiate spokeswoman Stacy Adams.

The school’s Parents’ Association organizes 
the Village Green Fair, open to the community 
every year on school grounds. It also hosts the 

ALL HANDS 
ON DECK

PARENTAL VOLUNTEERS PROVIDE SUPPORT 
AND MANPOWER FOR KEY EVENTS

BY  LEAH SMALL

T

PRIVATE
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Cougar Classic, in which teachers square 
off  against each other in a faculty basket-
ball game. 

“We have parent volunteers for every 
age and stage of our students’ experience 
at Collegiate, and we are grateful for their 
generous support. They are truly our part-
ners in education,” Adams says. 

All Saints Catholic School requires each 
parent to devote 10 hours of volunteering 
annually. But many parents are more than 
happy to put in extra time, and are honored 
at appreciation breakfasts.  

This year, All Saints parents volunteered 
1,031 hours, and 37 of the school’s 163 families 
— which include students in prekindergar-
ten through eighth grade — gave more than 
10 hours.

Charisse Ma� hews, All Saints’ Parent 
Teacher Organization president, logs well 
above the required 10 hours.

“I absolutely love it. I would not have 
been part of the PTO for seven years if I 
didn’t,” she says.

Matthews has served three years as 

president and two as vice president. Before 
she held leadership roles, she was a room 
parent and all-around parent volunteer. 

Ma� hews and other PTO parents help 
plan events such as the school’s annual 
spring dance and spring carnival. They 
focus on making new families feel welcome 
during orientation and fundraising. 

Ma� hews says there’s never a shortage 
of parents to help with events and rarely 
needs more than a friendly hello to recruit 
volunteers.

“One of our parents asked during a meet-
ing if I was going to set up a SignUpGenius 
to get parents to help with the spring dance. 
I said no, when they show up at the dance, 
I can say, ‘Hey, you want to help?’ ” Ma� hews 
says. “She looked at me like I was crazy … 
but we had all of these parents who were 
more than willing to stay because they 
enjoy themselves as much as the kids.”

Like Collegiate, The Steward School has 
a robust global education program depen-
dent on host families. During the 2016-17 
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Parents volunteer at 
Collegiate’s Village 
Green Fair fun run.
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Parents and students from 
Al Madina volunteered 
with Feedmore.

Saint Joseph School 
 

Pre-Kindergarten - 8th Grade 
 

123 Franklin Street • Petersburg, VA 23803 
 

804.732.3931 • saintjosephschool.com 

StJoseph.14.0817.indd   1 7/12/17   12:06 PM

Take a tour of our new 

3400 Brook Road in historic Northside Richmond

Richmond’s only classical, Christian school
Learn more at VeritasSchool.com

What if education wasn’t first and 

foremost about what we know,  

but about what we love?

 - James K.A. Smith

Veritas.1-4pg.JUN2016.indd   1 6/27/16   9:49 AM
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Classes Fill Quickly! 
Register Today at sparconline.org

Get Fired Up for Our NEW Fall Performing Arts Classes for Ages 4-18!

SPARC.13b.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   10:51 AM

BUY TICKETS NOW AT
RICHMONDMAG.COM/BW30

NE T P R O C E E D S B E NE F I T

R I C H M O N D  M A G A Z I N E ’ S

BEST 
AND 

WORST
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TOTALLY RAD
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ROCK OUT 
WITH TEAZE, 
PARTY OF 4 
AND TRUNK 

SHOW 

PUT ON YOUR BEST 80’S 
OUTFIT AND JOIN US 7/31 

AT TRIPLE CROSSING 
BREWING CO. -  FULTON
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school year, there were 19 international 
students from China, Japan, Korea, 
Vietnam and Germany. International stu-
dents live with host families, many of 
whom have children who attend the 
school, though it’s not required. Others 
live with their biological families.

Wanda Welch, Parents Association vice 
president at The Steward School, says the 
600-student institution — which accom-
modates students from prekindergarten 
to 12th grade — creates an environment 
that fosters volunteering.

“We have a great pool of volunteers at 
school. Even though many of them work 
full time, they are willing to give you an 
hour here and an hour there,” Welch says. 
“A lot of times, parents start off doing some-
thing small like I did, and people always 
want to stay involved.”

Welch and other parent volunteers 
help plan events such as the SpartaFest, 
which is held every October and is open 
to the community, as well as a winter gala 
and a family bingo night. The Parents 
Association also hosts new-family orien-
tations and sponsors parent education 
and enrichment seminars. 

If parents aren’t sure where they fit, 
the Parents Association has an online 
questionnaire that allows respondents to 
select the areas that interest them most. 
Parents have the option of participating 
in music and theater programs, planning 
an MLK Day of Service, hosting a movie 
night and more.  

 ALL HANDS ON DECK |
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Steward parent Jason Welch 
assists a student volunteer  

at Rise Against Hunger.
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Honor, integrity and kindness. Here, they’re part of the curriculum.

At The Carmel School, students experience classes with hands-on learning 
in a setting where the teacher-to-student ratio is never higher than 1 to 15. 
With a rigorous curriculum, advanced technology, and a spectacular 
state-of-the-art campus, The Carmel School is as unique as your son or 
daughter. Call to arrange for your child to shadow for a day.daughter. Call to arrange for your child to shadow for a day.

Learning today, leading tomorrow.

9020 Jericho Road | P.O. Box 605
Ruther Glen | VA | 22546
(804) 448.3288 | www.thecarmelschool.org

We’re closer than you think, just off I-95!  Schedule a tour today!

CarmelSchool.13b.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   5:44 PM

Girls’ Boarding and Day
Grades 8-12  

Tappahannock, VA
 804.443.3357
www.sms.org 

Being yourself and 
belonging to a close 

community is the 
St. Margaret’s experience. 

We learn and play 
together, nurture strong 

relationships and 
help girls be their best. 

Visit us soon to discover 
where you belong.       

IT’S EASY TO BELONG HERE 

StMarySchool.13b.0817.indd   1 7/10/17   12:32 PM
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Richmond Academy
12285 Patterson Ave., Richmond

804-784-0036 • Rasda.org
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Build a Christian 
foundation for 
lifelong learning!

AR
RichmondAcademy.14.0817.indd   1 7/5/17   2:09 PM

See for yourself what education was meant to 
be, and why our students love to learn.

www.adamsinternationalschool.org  |  804-784-0141

AdamsSchool.1\4.1016.indd   1 9/6/16   10:12 AM

The right tutor 
 understands Hannah
and her homework
Schedule your family meeting today.
collegetutors.com | 804.346.2242

Conveniently located at the corner of Cox and Broad St.
across from Innsbrook.
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Explore your Passion 
 

 Caring teachers  
challenge students with  
hands-on activities in 
science, math, history, 

language arts,  
Spanish and French. 

Inspire your Faith  
 

Supportive community, 
rooted in the traditions  

of our Catholic faith,  
builds strong values  

and a commitment to  
serving others. 

Discover your Talents 
 

 Engaging learning  
environment enhanced 

with art, music, PE  
and leading edge  

technology for  
connected learning  
and collaboration. 

 

Saint Bridget School 
 

Junior Kindergarten - 8th Grade 
 

6011 York Road Richmond, VA 23226 
804.288.1994 • www.saintbridget.org 

NEW leading edge Middle School campus!

and Spanish.

StBridget.13b.0817.indd   1 7/18/17   3:30 PM

• Full Accredited K-12
• Computer classes at all levels
• Foreign Language in all grades
• Emphasis on ministry & missions
• Spacious facilities
• Competitive athletic programs
• Concurrent HS/College courses available

Set on its own 33-acre 
campus in Chesterfi eld 
County, easily accessed 

by major highways

6511 Belmont Road
Chesterfi eld, VA 23832

804-276-3193

WWW.RICHMONDCHRISTIAN.COM

RichmondChristian.13b.0617.indd   1 5/15/17   10:07 AM

INDEPENDENT  
BOARDING SCHOOLS
This directory of private boarding schools 
outside the Richmond area was provided 
by the Virginia Council for Private 
Education (VCPE). For accreditation status 
or other information, call 804-423-6435  
or visit vcpe.org. 

The Barry Robinson Center 
K-12 coed, residential psychiatric treatment cen-
ter. 443 Kempsville Road, Norfolk, 757-455-6100.
Blue Ridge School 
9-12 boys, boarding, nondenominational. 273 
Mayo Drive, St. George, 434-985-2811.
Boys Home of Virginia 
Vocational training for 9-12, residential education 
and socialization. K-12 boys, Episcopal. 414 Boys’ 
Home Road, Covington, 540-965-7700.

Carlisle School 
PK-12 coed. 300 Carlisle Road, P.O. Box 5388, 
Martinsvile Campus, 276-632-7288; 825 Piney 
Forest Road, Danville Campus, 434-799-1750.
Chatham Hall 
9-12 girls, boarding, Episcopal. 800 Chatham Hall 
Circle, Chatham, 434-432-2941.
Christchurch School 
9-12 coed day school, boys’ and girls’ boarding, 
Episcopal. 49 Seahorse Lane, Christchurch,  
804-758-2306.
The Discovery School of Virginia Inc. 
6-12, separate boys’ and girls’ schools, special 
education and substance abuse recovery. 2697 
Copper Mine Road, Dillwyn, 434-983-5616.
Eastern Mennonite School 
K-12 coed, Christian. 801 Parkwood Drive, 
Harrisonburg, 540-236-6000.
Episcopal High School 
9-12 coed, residential, independent. 1200 N. 
Quaker Lane, Alexandria, 703-933-3000.
Fishburne Military School 
7-12  boys. Boarding, 5-day boarding, day. U.S. 
Army JRTOC.  225 S. Wayne Ave., Waynesboro, 
540-946-7700.
Fork Union Military Academy 
7-12/Post graduate boys,. 4744 James Madison 
Highway, Fork Union, 434-842-3212
Foxcroft School 
9-12 girls. Residential and nonresidential. 22407 
Foxhound Lane, Middleburg, 540-687-4340. 
Hargrave Military Academy 
7-12/Post graduate boys, military. 200 Military 
Drive, Chatham, 434-432-2481.

Graduates from Carlisle School
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Little Keswick School 
Ages 9-15 boys, boarding, therapeutic.  
500 Keswick Lane, Keswick, 434-295-0457.
The Madeira School 
9-12 girls; boarding and day. 8328 Georgetown 
Pike, McLean, 703-556-8273.
Massanutten Military Academy 
6-12 and PG, coed, military, boarding and 
day. Tours seven days a week by appointment 
and monthly open houses. 614 S. Main St., 
Woodstock, 540-459-2167.
The Miller School of Albemarle 
8-12/PG coed; boarding and day. 1000 Samuel 
Miller Loop, Charlottesville, 434-823-4805.
Oak Hill Academy 
8-12 coed, boarding, Baptist. 2635 Oak Hill Road, 
Mouth of Wilson, 276-579-2619.
Oakland School 
Serving students with learning differences, ages 
6-13 at admission, coed, boarding and day. 128 
Oakland Farm Way, Troy, 434-293-9059.
Randolph-Macon Academy 
6-12/PG coed, boarding and day, Air Force 
JROTC/Methodist. 200 Academy Drive, Front 
Royal, 540-636-5484. 
Shenandoah Valley Academy 
9-12 coed, boarding, Seventh-day Adventist.  
234 W. Lee Highway, New Market, 540-740-3161.
St. Anne’s-Belfield School 
PK-12 coed, nondenominational; board 
and day. 2132 Ivy Road, Charlottesville, 
434-296-5106.
St. Margaret’s School 
8-12 girls, 5-day boarding and day. Episcopal.  
444 S. Water Lane, Tappahannock, 804-443-3357.
Stuart Hall School 
PK-12 coed with a boarding program (8-12), 
Episcopal. 235 W. Frederick St., Staunton,  
540-885-0356.

Virginia Episcopal School 
9-12 coed, boarding and day, Episcopal.  
400 V.E.S. Road, Lynchburg, 434-385-3600.
Wakefield Country Day School 
PS-12 coed. 1059 Zachary Taylor Highway, Flint 
Hill, 540-635-8555. 
Woodberry Forest School 
9-12 boys; boarding. 898 Woodberry Forest 
Road, Woodberry Forest, 540-672-3900.
Youth for Tomorrow 
7-12 coed, offering special education and 
residential program. 11835 Hazel Circle Drive, 
Bristow, 703-368-7995. 

Last updated June 2017. To suggest an update to this listing, 
please contact special projects editor Nicole Cohen at 
 804-355-0111 or nicolec@richmag.com.

Virginia Episcopal School

Want to give your child a gift that lasts a lifetime?

This year alone, Richmond Catholic Schools offered students a record-breaking 

5.5 million in tuition assistance!

 
Richmond Catholic schools provide an education that includes challenging  

academics, moral development, and faith-based values to students from  

diverse socioeconomic and religious backgrounds.

Richmond Catholic Schools.  Leaders in Academics and Athletics.

CatholicSchools.13b.0817.indd   1 7/14/17   1:55 PM

REGISTER FOR CLASSES AT  
richmondballet.com/SCHOOL

RichBalletSchool.13b.0817.indd   1 7/11/17   10:57 AM
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Academy 
of Academic 
Excellence

740-6500 | 12345 Gayton Rd, Richmond VA
www.academy-of-excellence.com

Offering 
services to 

gifted 
students.

Pre-Kindergarten to 5th Grade

AcademyAcademicExcellence.1\3b.0817.indd   1 7/6/17   9:53 AM

 
Love 
Middle School!

Orchard House School 
Currently    accepting  applications         for:

2017-2018:  7th & 8th grades 
2018-2019:  5th-8th grades

Call for more information or to schedule a Tour.

500 N. Allen Avenue  •  804.228.2436  • www.orchardhouse.org

5th-8th

A small, 
joyful, 
learning
community
for girls 

grades
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 Middle School!

500 N. Allen Avenue  • 804.228.2436 • www.orchardhouse.org
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grades
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nurturing
learning
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Orchard House SchoolLet's Get Gritty a meet up for 4th-grade girls
Saturday, November 5, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m

Admissions Open House for Parents
Thursday, November 10, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
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Day Care

S P E C I A L 
A D V E R T I S I N G 

S E C T I O N

RAINBOW 
STATION
World class early education 
and school age recreation: 

Rainbow Station is positioned to be 
your partner throughout your child’s 
� rst 13 years of life. Passionate, 
quali� ed teachers coupled with ac-
credited, play based and leadership 
enhanced curriculum, will prepare 
your child, not just for school, but 
also for life in the 21st century. 
The Get Well Place, where children 
are cared for by registered nurses, 
provides uninterrupted care during 
childhood illnesses to o� er you the 
best in full-service childcare.

Rainbow Station, through its com-
mitment to quality early childhood 
education, strives to provide parents 
with the “peace of mind” needed to 
approach their workday. The scope 
and quality of services that we pro-
vide are unmatched.

Rainbow Station is nationally ac-
credited and has � ve convenient 
locations.  RainbowStation.org
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Pre-K through 8th grade | RichmondWaldorf.com

We embrace every opportunity to develop curious, confident, and 
capable individuals who can bring forth healthy change in the world.

OPEN HOUSE: October 21st and January 27th 

RichmondWaldorf.1\3b.0817.indd   1 7/12/17   11:53 AM

Day Care

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

THE GODDARD 
SCHOOL®

For nearly 30 years, The Goddard 
School® has been a trusted name 
among parents and families. With 
nine locations in the Richmond area, 
our classrooms are safe, nurturing 
environments for children six weeks 
to six years, o� ering age-appropriate 
opportunities to explore and 
discover.

At The Goddard School, our play-
based F.L.EX.® Learning Program 
(Fun Learning Experience) is ground-
ed in research on how children learn 
best: children experience the deep-
est, most genuine learning when 
they are having fun. It’s designed to 
provide a well-rounded experience 
and ensure each child becomes 
con� dent, joyful and fully prepared 
in school and in life.
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The New Community School
empowering bright minds who think & learn differently

• Grades 5-12   
• Customized, College-Prep Curriculum
• 3:1 Student/Teacher Ratio  
• Fostering Academic & Personal Strengths
• Igniting the Passions of Students with 
   Dyslexia & Related Learning Differences

4211 Hermitage Road  |  tncs.org  |  info@tncs.org  |  804.266.2494  

NewCommunity.14.0817.indd   1 7/13/17   11:07 AM

Our award-winning outdoor playspace, enrichment
classes, nature education and low child-to-teacher ratios

make our  preschool the premier program in RVA!

Follow the path to fun and 
learninG at The Weinstein JCC

LIMITED 
SPACES

AVAILABLE

Families of all faiths love our programs and services

There’s still time to submit an application for 
the 2017-18 school year for children ages 2-5!

Call 545.8615 or visit weinsteinjcc.org today
Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program  •  5403 Monument Ave.

Fully Licensed  •  NAEYC accredited since 1986

JCC.14.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   3:47 PM

Fall Open House
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 

9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
4207 Forest Hill Avenue  •  Richmond, VA 23225

Call (804) 231-1452 to reserve a space.

Good Shepherd Episcopal School
Rooted in Community • Strengthened by Diversity • Inspired by Possibility    

Now enrolling 
grades K-8!

GoodShepherd.14.0817.indd   1 7/5/17   2:15 PM
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alfway through middle 
school,  I  asked my 
mother  to  homes -
chool me. She appar-
ently thought it was 

a good idea, since she homeschooled 
me through 10th grade. Despite the 
occasional expression of disapproval 
and even ridicule, I loved the flexibil-
ity and confidence it gave 
me, and I thrived. It was 
the cocoon I needed, after 
growing up with an abu-
sive and alcoholic father 
and hopping from school 
to school. 

I was fortunate, at that 
tender age, to discover 
what sort of school se� ing 
was right for me. Years later, 
when I returned to school, 
it was to private school 
— the Dwight School on 
Manhattan’s Upper East 
Side. My unconventional 
educational journey had 
prepared me well, and I 
seized the independence 
of mind off ered me. At my 
graduation, I performed the 
national anthem a cappella. 
Standing in front of my 
family, friends and teachers, 
I felt, for the fi rst time in my life, that 
I belonged.

Today, I'm the father of four wonder-
ful children, and private schools in many 
ways continue to defi ne my existence 
and to provide that cocoon, especially 
for my older sons. 

When my company relocated to Rich-
mond a� er my divorce, I agonized over 
the decision. The prospect of being job-
less in New York with two young sons 

terrifi ed me, but moving away seemed 
like a parenting fail since I only saw 
my sons on weekends. I soon realized 
that we could have more time together 
in Richmond than we did in New York 
if the boys spent their summers and 
breaks with me, along with one week-
end a month. That was enough to make 
the move.

I eventually remarried in Richmond, 
and when the boys lived with us during 
the summer, we felt complete. The rest 
of the year, whenever I looked in at their 
empty beds, I felt sadness and remorse. 

Finally, painfully, my sons moved to 
Richmond. They had to, because a fi re 
took their home and everything in it. 

Having lived through many painful 
and abrupt moves myself growing up, I 
knew exactly what they needed: a place 

where they could feel at home after 
losing the only home they’d ever known.

And so I enrolled them at Saint 
Benedict School. 

During a diffi  cult and o� en agoniz-
ing transition, here was a refuge, where 
everyone knew my sons by name, and 
took an interest in them as people with 
passions, quirks  and needs. 

I know that my own 
experience all those years 
ago, of walking into a small 
school and instantly feeling 
embraced and understood, 
had something to do with 
it. Because on that fi rst day, 
as they walked up the front 
steps together, I sat in my 
car, watching, and cried. 
And cried. They were home.

Every day after that, 
whenever I picked them up 
from school and watched 
their lively interactions 
with their teachers, and 
saw how easily they fi t in 
with their peers, I knew 
I'd made the right choice, 
though, believe me, there 
were many times I won-
dered how I was going to 
afford another semester, 
another year. 

When it came time for them to go 
to high school, I didn't hesitate, choos-
ing Benedictine for one and Trinity for 
the other. 

Here, as at Saint Benedict, they found 
what private school had provided me. 
A place that provided opportunities to 
fit in and stand out at the same time. 
A place that off ered both challenge and 
comfort. A place that they, and I, could 
call home.  R

FINDING HOME
My sons and I have found sanctuary and meaning in private schools 
By James Warren

A
D

R
IA

N
 W

A
L

K
E

R

H

PRIVATE
 SCHOOLS

PrivateSchools_Backpage_0817.indd   78 7/18/17   1:49 PM



At St. Christopher’s, our focus on educating the whole boy means your 
son will be exposed to rigorous academics and innovative programs 
that will reveal and strengthen his unique talents. See how our boy-
centered approach can provide a foundation of character, wisdom and 
purpose that will serve him the rest of his life. Plan your visit today.

» STCHRISTOPHERS.COM

every boy  
is different
which is why
our school is, too 

17STC1014_STC_RMag_BRAND_HlfPg_r2.indd   1 7/7/17   12:20 PM

StChris.12h.0817.indd   1 7/10/17   12:39 PM

She takes it all in and emerges as the smart, world-savvy,  

and courageous woman that you dream she can be.  

Go to st.catherines.org to learn more. 

Girl-centered because it makes a world of difference

804.281.7140  |  6001 Grove Ave., Richmond, VA 23226

StCatherine.12h.0817.indd   1 7/18/17   10:42 AM
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College Choices
Cutting-Edge Tech 
for the College Consumer

A student wakes up in in her dorm on a Monday morning. She � ips open 

her laptop without getting out of bed and joins a hundred other students for 

a live online lecture with one of her instructors. She goes out for breakfast, 

scanning her iris at the dining center to get access to the bu� et. When she 

goes to another class around lunchtime, she’ll use an app on her phone to 

answer questions the instructor is projecting on multiple screens in the lecture 

hall. On her way to lunch, she’ll stop by the library to rent a DSLR camera and 

download Photoshop for one of her assignments. In the evening, she’ll scan her 

palm to get access to the gym to climb the rock wall with some friends. Later, 

she’s back to her dorm, where she can watch “Game of Thrones” courtesy of 

an HBO Go subscription provided through Virginia Commonwealth University.

This isn’t an out-of-the-ordinary student life. If you’re looking for a hub of 

cutting-edge consumer and commercial tech aimed at amplifying learning and 

leisure, look no further than the dining halls, gyms, classrooms and common 

areas designed to keep 20-somethings engaged in campus life at Virginia’s 

colleges and universities. 

VCU is striving to distinguish its 

campus life by employing this model of  

tech in every corner. With its Break Point 

entertainment center in the basement 

of the student commons, students can 

game on current-generation consoles, 

42-inch televisions, billiards and air hock-

ey tables. Laundry rooms in the dorms 

are � tted with alert systems so students 

can check the washer and dryer avail-

ability before leaving their apartment. 

At Christopher Newport University 

in Newport News, students pay each 

semester for housing in dorms that are 

equipped with � replaces in the lobbies 

and study lounges with � at-screens TVs 

that have HDMI hookups and sound 

systems.

In the classrooms, students are 

often expected to bring their own 

smartphones and laptops in addition 

to their textbooks. Those costs can be 

allayed, however. Instead of buying the 

equipment outright, students are able 

to rent laptops, iPads and DSLR cameras 

through the university library at many schools. Using the library’s computers, 

you’re also given access to 3D modeling, photo manipulation and video editing 

software worth hundreds of dollars. While the cost of these tools are ultimately 

placed on students through fees or tuition, it allows them to create videos, 

collaborate remotely with their peers, design software and complete other 

assignments that could potentially be cost-prohibitive.

All of this cutting-edge technology and new construction plays a key role 

in how a school is perceived. Much of the new construction is aimed at aiding 

research opportunities for students. Schools attract students looking to study 

a STEM-related � eld by constructing facilities like the California Institute of 

Technology’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, in which they collaborate with NASA. 

One of Virginia Tech’s latest construction projects — the $95.2 million Goodwin 

Hall — is � tted with more than 40 laboratories, eight classrooms and 150 o�  ces.

This need to be distinct and impressive is crucial for large as well as smaller 

Virginia institutions such as Washington and Lee University in Lexington. With 

a heavy emphasis on pre-law and liberal arts education, the school recently 

invested $13.5 million into a global learning center complete with an interna-

tional tea shop and instructional laboratories.

(This information was condensed from a 2016 editorial College Guide feature.) 
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STARTER
  LEAGUE

THANKS FOR VOTING US #1

MAKE FRIENDS.
HAVE FUN.

GET EXERCISE.

• Social volleyball for adults
• 6 weeks of fun
• Fridays, 7pm–8:30pm
• Starts October 20
• Only $50 per person
• Sign up online!

2921 Byrdhill Rd., Henrico, VA 23228 

804.358.3000 | www.RVC.net

  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE  LEAGUE

THANKS FOR VOTING US #1
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COMPLETE YOUR MBA IN 

ONE YEAR  
WITH EVENING CLASSES.

Liberty.edu/Evening 
(877) 298-9617 | residentgraduate@liberty.edu

Liberty.12h.0717.indd   1 6/16/17   9:27 AM

Find your FIERCE.

visit sbc.edu
Sweetbriar.12h.0817.indd   1 7/17/17   6:46 PM
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HELPING GUIDE THE STOCK EXCHANGE
THROUGH THE WORST CRISIS IN HISTORY

Women who are

start at Hollins.

Go to Hollins.edu to start, 
or continue, your own 

journey. 

NANDINI ROY, ’06, works with Wall Street 
heavyweights during defining moments. 
Her work was essential during and after 
the 2008 financial crisis. She’s an example 
of what’s possible with the leadership and 
tenacity we build here. It’s how Women 
Who Are Going Places Start at Hollins.

Hollins.fp.0817.indd   1 7/18/17   5:12 PM


